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New FAIR Analysis Indicates Biden’s Policies 
Added a Million New Illegal Aliens and Nearly $10 

Billion in Costs During His First Year
A new analysis by FAIR finds that during the first 

year of the Biden administration, the illegal alien 
population of the United States has increased by about 
1 million, adding an additional $9.4 billion in costs 
to American taxpayers. The report’s findings were 
reported by major national and international news 
outlets, and cited by members of Congress.

In total, some 15.5 million illegal aliens now reside in 
the United States, while the costs of providing taxpayer-
funded services and benefits to illegal aliens and their 
U.S.-born children now stands at $143.1 billion a year. 
These staggering increases in both the size of the illegal 
alien population and the cost to the American public are 
a direct result of policies put in place since President 
Biden took office, concludes the report.

The report, 2021 Update: How Many Illegal Aliens 
Live in the United States?, reveals how a slew of policy 
changes both at the border and in the interior of the 

country propelled rapid surges in both the magnitude 
and the costs of illegal immigration. Specifically, 
upon taking office, the Biden administration canceled 
agreements with Mexico and governments in Central 
America, and terminated border wall construction. 
These policies were effectively deterring new illegal 
immigration before President Biden came to office, and 
allowed for the expedited return of most of those caught 
entering the country illegally.

Similarly, the administration abandoned nearly all 
immigration enforcement in the interior of the country, 
resulting in record low numbers of illegal aliens who 
were removed from the country. Under these policies, 
which directly defy federal laws, nearly all illegal 
aliens in the U.S. are off-limits to apprehension by 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), which is 
also severely constrained in where they can arrest even 
the small segment of the illegal population still subject 
to removal.
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FAIR’s analysis is based on available Census 
Bureau data, and may not reflect the full extent of 
the illegal alien population growth under President 
Biden’s watch. Anecdotal evidence – including the 
number of migrants “encountered” by the Border 
Patrol and subsequently released into the country, 
and the estimated number of “got-aways” who eluded 
apprehension – may place the 2021 increase in the 
illegal alien population closer to 1.5 million.

The staggering increase in the illegal alien 
population in 2021 is on track to be eclipsed in 2022 
as monthly encounters of illegal migrants soar to new 
records, and the Biden administration is set to cancel 
Title 42, a public health provision that has allowed 
Customs and Border Protection to return about half 
of all illegal entrants to Mexico.

The full report, 2021 Update: How Many Illegal 
Aliens Live in the United States?, can be found at 
FAIR’s website, www.fairus.org. 
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FAIR Part of Broad Coalition Calling for True 
Immigration Reform Next Year

In Joe Biden’s first year and a half in office he has 
perpetrated an unprecedented immigration disaster 
on the American people: dangerously open borders, 
massive abuse of our asylum system, and a de facto halt 
to all immigration enforcement in the interior of the 
country. His disastrous policies have also given rise to 
an emerging coalition of organizations demanding true 
reform to our nation’s broken immigration policies, of 
which FAIR is a leading member.

The deliberately inflicted immigration disaster 
has alarmed the American people and a wide coalition 
of interest and policy groups that now recognize that 
virtually every public interest is being put at risk. In 
May, a core group of 15 prominent public policy groups 
joined former high level Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS) officials and others, in signing a letter 
to congressional leaders demanding that immigration 
enforcement legislation be a top priority for the 118th 
Congress when it convenes next January.

It seems all but certain that the midterm elections 
will result in new leadership in Congress next year 
that will have the power to bring legislation to the 
floors of both houses, and to exercise oversight over 
the actions of a rogue administration that is subverting 
our immigration laws. “When the 118th Congress 
opens with new majorities in both chambers, it will 
be in large part because Americans have rejected the 

Biden Administration’s purposeful dismantling of our 
nation’s borders and our immigration enforcement 
infrastructure. Congress should be emboldened with 
the mandate to immediately legislate unflinchingly, 
ensuring that neither this nor any future administration 
is again able to weaponize loopholes in the immigration 
system—and defiantly refuse to follow plain law—to 
purposefully drive mass illegal immigration to the 
United States,” the letter states.

The letter lists specific legislative measures that 
must be taken to restore control over our borders, 
end the abuses of our asylum laws, and prevent this 
and future administrations from nullifying laws by 
refusing to enforce them. The letter also takes aim at 
Republicans who have sought to leverage enforcement 
measures to deliver amnesty and cheap labor demanded 
by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and other special 
interests. The letter makes clear that in light of the 
existing immigration crisis, amnesty for illegal aliens 
must be off the table.

The list of legislative reforms are those that FAIR 
has advocated for years. The actions of the Biden 
administration have created a new urgency and 
unprecedented broad support for enacting them. In the 
months between now and the beginning of the 118th 
Congress, FAIR will be working to further broaden that 
coalition and hit the ground running in 2023.

Baby Formula Shortage Puts American Babies 
at Risk, While DHS Sees to It that There’s 

Plenty for Illegal Migrants
It is getting hard to keep a tally of the crises 

the American public is facing under the Biden 
administration. The latest is a shortage of infant 

formula. In mid-May, 40 percent of American retailers 
reported they were out of stock of formula, while the 
remainder had only limited supplies. Some 75 percent 

see Baby Formula Shortage | page 4
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Mayorkas’ Breathtakingly Dishonest Plan 
to Deal with Even Greater Surge Across the 

Southwest Border
With the May 23rd cancelation of Title 42 – the 

last functioning border enforcement mechanism still 
in place – looming, Homeland Security Secretary 
Alejandro Mayorkas issued what he described as DHS’s 
“Plan for Southwest Border Security and Preparedness.” 
The plan stands out as perhaps the most audacious 
insult to the intelligence of the American public ever 
perpetrated by a public official.

The first two sentences the secretary’s April 26 
memo are replete with blatant falsehoods. “Under 
the Biden-Harris Administration the Department of 
Homeland Security has been executing a comprehensive 
and deliberate strategy to secure our borders and build 
a safe, orderly, and humane immigration system,” he 
states. In the next sentence he goes on to claim that the 
border crisis is the fault of the previous administration. 
“After inheriting a broken and dismantled immigration 

of American babies receive at least some formula by the 
time they reach six months. Thus, a New York Times 
headline, “A Baby Formula Shortage Leaves Desperate 
Parents Searching for Food,” was not hyperbole.

But while American parents were literally panicking 
about the health of their babies, one group of infants 
were insulated from the crisis. You guessed it. Babies 
who were brought to the United States illegally during 
the ongoing Biden Border Crisis had all the formula 
they needed.

Rep. Kat Cammack (R-Fla.) found that while 
American parents faced empty infant formula shelves at 
their supermarkets and pharmacies, the Ursula Migrant 
Processing Center in McAllen, Texas, had pallets of 
vital food available to meet the needs of migrants with 
babies. Other migrant processing facilities along the 
besieged border were similarly well-stocked, claimed 
the congresswoman. “All these processing facilities 
are receiving pallets of baby formula,” with more on 
the way. In a Facebook video post, Cammack called it 
“another example of the America last agenda that the 
Biden administration continues to perpetuate.”

Clearly no baby, regardless of immigration status, 
should have to go without proper nutrition. But, as is 
so often the case with this administration, when faced 
with scarce resources, the needs of illegal aliens are 
always paramount, even when the needs of the most 
vulnerable Americans take a back seat.

Baby Formula Shortage
from page 3
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system, since January 2021 DHS has effectively 
managed an unprecedented number of noncitizens 
seeking to enter the United States and interdicted more 
drugs and disrupted more smuggling operations than 
ever before.” His misrepresentations were so blatant 
that even the Washington Post’s fact-checker called 
him a liar.

Mayorkas then went on to outline six “border 
security pillars” that his department is implementing 
to deal with a surge that they estimate could see 18,000 
illegal aliens pouring across the southern border each 
day. Notably, none of the six pillars includes deterring 
or preventing the anticipated surges.

Pillar 1: We are surging resources, including 
personnel, transportation, medical support, 
and facilities to support border operations. 
What he goes on to describe, in evasive language, is 
how these additional resources will be used to process 
larger numbers of migrants more quickly, release them 
from custody, and provide them transportation to their 
desired destinations within the United States.

Pillar 2: We are increasing CBP processing 
efficiency and moving with deliberate speed 
to mitigate potential crowding at Border 
Patrol stations and to alleviate the burden on 
surrounding border communities. Translation: 
Do everything in DHS’s power to avoid the bad optics 
of overcrowded detention facilities and migrants 
overwhelming local communities.

Pillar 3: We are administering consequences 
for unlawful entry, including removal, 
detention and prosecution. Presumably with a 
straight face, Mayorkas writes, “Core to this plan is 
to continue to strictly enforce our immigration laws,” 
perhaps hoping that no one will remember that his 
own policies explicitly state that DHS will not enforce 
our immigration laws. In reality, any charges for illegal 
entry will be dropped and those released will face 
absolutely no consequences.

Pillar 4: We are bolstering the capacity of 
non-governmental organizations to receive 

noncitizens after they have been processed by 
CPB…And we are ensuring appropriate coordination 
with and support for state, local and community leaders 
to help mitigate the impact on their communities. 
Translation: DHS will funnel taxpayer dollars to open 
borders advocacy groups, while continuing to transport 
migrants (often in the dead of night) whether local 
officials or residents like it or not.

Pillar 5: We are targeting and disrupting 
the transnational criminal organizations and 
smugglers who take advantage of and profit 
from vulnerable migrants, and who seek to 
traffic drugs into our country. In fact, his policies 
are doing precisely the opposite: vastly enriching 
criminal cartels, endangering the lives of more migrants 
to place themselves in the hands of ruthless criminals, 
and creating more border chaos that will make it even 
easier for drug traffickers to succeed.

Pillar 6: We are deterring irregular 
migration south of our border, in partnership 
with the Department of State and other federal 
agencies and nations throughout the Western 
Hemisphere. The fact that they are expecting 18,000 
people a day to make their way to the border belies the 
assertion that DHS is deterring “irregular migration.” 
Moreover, Biden and Mayorkas inherited cooperative 
agreements with Central American governments 
and with Mexico and promptly canceled them upon 
assuming office. Moreover, DHS is openly defying a 
court order to restore the Remain in Mexico policy, 
returning only 3,000 migrants to Mexico during 
the first five months after the judicial ruling, and 
continuing efforts to formally terminate the program.

Mayorkas faced withering criticism in subsequent 
testimony before House and Senate committees after 
the release of his plans, including from Democratic 
members of Congress. Nevertheless, Mayorkas and 
the Biden administration remain steadfast in their 
determination to scrap Title 42.

Editor’s note: This edition of the newsletter was 
completed prior to May 23, the date set for ending Title 42.
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Texas Eying New Challenge to 1982 Supreme 
Court Ruling Compelling States to Provide 

Free Public Education to Illegal Aliens
In a narrow 5-4 ruling, the U.S. Supreme Court 

ruled in 1982 that illegal alien children were entitled to a 
free taxpayer-funded K-12 education. The decision was 
rendered in response to a challenge by the city of Tyler, 
Texas, which argued that local communities should be 
compelled to fund education for illegal residents.

In its ruling, known as Plyler v. Doe, the five-judge 
majority asserted a condition to the decision to require 
free K-12 education regardless of immigration status. 
In the opinion of the Justices, the impact of illegal 
immigration on Tyler at the time did not constitute a 
significant burden on the community and that it had 
to be weighed against the harm of having children who 
could potentially not be in school.

In May, Texas Governor Greg Abbott raised the 
possibility of a new challenge to the Plyler decision. 
Clearly, in the 40 years since the Supreme Court issued 
its ruling, providing taxpayer-funded K-12 education to 
illegal aliens represents not just a “significant burden,” 
but an onerous one to many school districts. And, given 
that Gov. Abbott’s state is on the front lines of the Biden 
Border Crisis, the burden to communities in Texas 
becomes more significant with each passing day.

FAIR has long taken the position that Plyler was 
a bad decision and should be overturned. Over the 
years, FAIR has supported efforts to challenge the 
decision, including California’s successful 1994 voter 
referendum, Proposition 187, and a 2011 Alabama 
Law, known as H.B. 56. In both cases, advocates for 
illegal immigration found lower courts that blocked 
implementation of those laws, while state and local 
officials failed to appeal those rulings.

As illegal immigration continues to worsen and 
the costs to taxpayers mount, FAIR would support a 
new effort to challenge Plyler. The significant and 
growing burden of funding K-12 education for children 
in the country illegally is having a harmful effect on 
other children in many communities. Overburdened 
schools are forced to divert resources to the special 
educational needs of illegal alien kids, which harms 
the most vulnerable American students. Additionally, 
some families are forced to resort to expensive private 
schools to ensure that their kids are properly educated.

No formal action has been taken by Gov. Abbott, 
but revisiting the Plyler decision in light of current 
circumstances is certainly warranted.
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FAIR Foils Biden Plan to Fast-Track Green 
Cards of Afghan Parolees

The Biden administration never misses an 
opportunity to hand out immigration benefits to anyone 
who shows up. Nor are they reticent about exploiting 
any piece of legislation to advance their unchecked 
immigration agenda.

That is precisely what happened when the president 
proposed a $40 billion aid package to assist Ukraine in 
its existential battle with Russia. Understanding that 
the American public is near unanimous in its support 
for Ukraine’s efforts to repel Putin’s invasion, the Biden 
administration quietly included an unrelated provision 
in the bill that would fast-track some 70,000 Afghans 
who were airlifted out of Kabul last summer after the 
president’s disastrous withdrawal, for green cards. 
These provisions were flagged by FAIR and brought to 
the attention of members of Congress and the media. 
Due to that attention, the unwarranted green card 
giveaway was removed from the bill before it reached 
the floor of the House.

In the chaos that ensued after the Taliban seized 
control of Afghanistan last August, some U.S. citizens 
and many Afghan nationals who had been pre-approved 
for Special Immigrant Visas because they had provided 
material support to U.S. forces, were left behind. The 
people who were flown out of Kabul Airport in those 
hectic days were largely random people who managed 
to force their way onto the tarmac and onto airplanes. 
These largely unvetted evacuees were admitted to the 
U.S. by means of President Biden’s expansive use of 
parole – a power that is supposed to be exercised on 
a case-by-case basis and to advance some compelling 
public interest.

Buried deep in the White House’s Ukraine assistance 
request was a provision that would have given the 
Secretary of Homeland Security broad discretionary 
authority to “adjust the status of an Afghan national…
whose parole has not been terminated, to that of an 

individual lawfully admitted for permanent residence.” 
But it didn’t stop there. Those same benefits would have 
been extended to spouses and children of parolees who 
enter the country at any time in the future.

While the administration’s attempt to use assistance 
to Ukraine to blow more holes in our immigration 
system is shameful, it is not surprising, and it is why 
every piece of legislation must be scoured for backdoor 
attempts to hand out unwarranted immigration 
benefits.
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YOUR DONATION WILL HELP FAIR:

• Combat the amnesty and open borders 
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campaigns

• Produce original research reports to educate 
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• Mobilize more Americans across the country 
to fight for American interests
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