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FAIR’s Congressional Voting Report is designed to help you understand the positions that each U.S. Senator
has taken on immigration measures during the 114th Congress in furtherance of a rational immigration system.
Like their counterparts in the House, Senate Republican leaders did little to advance any meaningful
immigration reforms despite controlling both chambers. Nevertheless, we have chosen several immigration-
related votes to present a picture of each Senator’s position. Where a Senator voted with FAIR’s position on an
amendment or bill, you will see a green plus sign (+). Where a Senator voted against FAIR’s position, you will
see a red minus sign (-). Where a Senator did not vote, you will see (NV). During any period that a Senator was
not present in office, you will see (NP).

H.R. 240
Department of Homeland Security Appropriations Act

H.R. 240 was the 2015 fiscal year funding bill through which Congress appropriated money to the
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and its agencies, including Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE), U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS), and Customs and Border
Protection (CBP). Funding is used to pay for the salaries and expenses of all DHS employees, as well
as all programs implemented by the department. This bill also contained language to defund President
Obama's executive amnesty programs that were announced in November 2014.

Senate Vote 51, DHS Appropriations, Executive Amnesty | February 3, 2015—Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell (R-KY) moved to invoke cloture (end debate) on H.R. 240. The motion to invoke
cloture, which needed 60 votes to pass, was rejected 51-48. FAIR supported the motion to invoke
cloture.

Senate Vote 52, DHS Appropriations, Executive Amnesty | February 4, 2015—Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell (R-KY) moved to invoke cloture (end debate) on H.R. 240. The motion to invoke
cloture was rejected 53-47. FAIR supported the motion to invoke cloture.

Senate Vote 53, DHS Appropriations, Defunding Executive Amnesty | February 5, 2015—Majority
Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) moved to invoke cloture (end debate) on H.R. 240. The motion to
invoke cloture was rejected 52-47. FAIR supported the motion to invoke cloture.

Senate Vote 57, DHS Appropriations, Defunding Executive Amnesty | February 23, 2015—Majority
Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) moved to invoke cloture (end debate) on H.R. 240. The motion to
invoke cloture was rejected 47-46. FAIR supported the motion to invoke cloture.



Nomination of Loretta Lynch for Attorney General

In November 2014, President Obama nominated former U.S. District Attorney Loretta Lynch to
replace the outgoing Eric Holder as U.S. Attorney General. Lynch had publicly offered support for the
president’s executive amnesty programs, calling them "legal and constitutional.” In her January
confirmation hearing, she claimed that illegal aliens have the "right™ to work "regardless of how they
came here"—taking a position that is currently illegal in the United States. Finally, Lynch refused to
identify any limitation of prosecutorial discretion, suggesting that she would be a willing participant in
President Obama's unconstitutional amnesty scheme. Nevertheless, the Senate Judiciary Committee
approved the nomination of Lynch with a 12-8 vote to send her nomination to the full Senate, where a
simple majority vote was needed for confirmation.

Senate Vote 164, Lynch Nomination, Cloture Vote | April 23, 2015—Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell (R-KY) moved to invoke cloture (end debate) on the nomination of Lynch to be Attorney
General. The motion to invoke cloture was agreed to 66-34. FAIR opposed the motion to invoke
cloture.

Senate Vote 165, Lynch Nomination, Final Passage | April 23, 2015—Final vote to confirm Lynch
as Attorney General. The nomination was confirmed 56-43. FAIR opposed the nomination of Lynch.

S. 2146
Stop Sanctuary Policies and Protect Americans Act

Senate Vote 280, Interior Enforcement | October 20, 2015—Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-
KY) moved to invoke cloture (end debate) on S. 2146, a bill that targeted sanctuary cities—State and
local jurisdictions with policies that obstruct immigration enforcement. Specifically, the bill would
have denied certain Federal funds to jurisdictions that refuse to share information about criminal aliens
with the Federal government or refuse to recognize ICE detainer requests. The bill also would have
increased penalties for certain previously removed illegal aliens who reenter the country unlawfully.
The motion to invoke cloture was rejected 54-45. FAIR supported the motion to invoke cloture.

S. 3100
Stop Dangerous Sanctuary Cities Act

Senate Vote 119, Interior Enforcement | July 6, 2016—Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY)
moved to invoke cloture (end debate) on S. 3100, a bill that targeted sanctuary cities—State and local
jurisdictions with policies that obstruct immigration enforcement. Specifically, the bill would have
denied certain Federal funds to jurisdictions that refuse to share information about criminal aliens with
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the Federal government or refuse to recognize ICE detainer requests. The motion to invoke cloture,
which needed 60 votes to pass, was rejected 53-44. FAIR supported the motion to invoke cloture.
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Jeff Sessions (R)
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Harry Reid (D) - - - - -
Dean Heller (R) - - - - +
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John Cornyn (R)
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