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President Obama Continues Assault on
Immigration Law Enforcement

Voters Win Despite City Council Attempts to
Rig Immigration Referendum

One day after the House passed
H.R. 4138, the Enforce the
Law Act, President Obama

defiantly ordered Secretary of Home-
land Security Jeh Johnson “to do an
inventory of the department’s current
[deportation] practices to see how it
can conduct enforcement more
humanely within the confines of the
law.” 

The president called for this review
after a March 13th White House meet-
ing with three pro-amnesty House

members, Luis Gutierrez (D-Ill.),
Xavier Becerra (D-Calif.), and Ruben
Hinojosa (D-Texas). Earlier in the
week, White House Counsel Kathryn
Ruemmler met with aides to four
Democratic Senators, including Major-
ity Leader Harry Reid (Nev.), to discuss
ways the president could curb deporta-
tions. According to The New York
Times, one of the ideas receiving serious
consideration is exempting the parents
of so-called Dreamers from deporta-
tion.

Last month we reported that voters in
Fremont, Nebraska, overwhelmingly

supported local ordinances designed to
discourage illegal immigration by requir-
ing renters to attest to the fact that they
are legal U.S. residents.

In March, an investigative report by
local Omaha television station KETV re-
vealed the lengths to which members of
the Fremont City Council went in an at-
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i don’t often have the chance to mention

fair’s many special friends, but i’d like

to take the time to mention a few. late

2013 and early 2014 was a period of un-

usual loss for fair, as we saw so many

close friends pass into the next world. a

brief sweep of who they were—their tal-

ents, gifts, and varied interests—reveals

just how special the constellation of

fair supporters has been and continues

to be. these are people who simply can

never be replaced.

Max Thelen, Jr.
max passed away earlier this year after

many years of service on fair’s board of

directors and national board of advisors.

i first met max in san francisco as a re-

sult of his life-long work in global and u.s.

population policy research and activism.

he was a tireless advocate for responsi-

ble immigration policy solutions, apply-

ing a level-headed intellectual capacity

with a thoughtful sense of what is fair.

max was a caring and committed mem-

ber of the environmental

community who shared a

passion for honesty in

public policy solutions. as

a world war ii veteran and

successful practicing attorney, max

cared deeply about our country

and its historic support for the rule

of law while being engaged inter-

nationally as an active participant in

the world affairs council. we will all

miss him so very much.

Joyce Tarnow
i’m not sure i ever met anyone

quite like joyce tarnow. she was

one of those rare individuals who

carried her activism seamlessly from

local issues to broad national and

global concerns. to know joyce was

to know a force of nature: a person

flawlessly prepared to make

supremely effective arguments with

unwavering conviction. a devoted

and tireless member of fair’s na-

tional board of advisors, joyce

rarely missed a meeting in twenty

years. she was a florida environ-

mental activist who took her passion

for women’s issues, conservation,

responsible growth policies, water

scarcity, development limits, and

population stabilization with un-

compromising directness and zeal.

joyce helped found floridians for

sustainable population and, later,

floridians for immigration enforce-

ment. she was the kind of fearless

advocate that couldn’t help but ac-

complish great things. we lost joyce

in early 2014.

Robert W. Wilson
bob wilson was a wonderful friend

to fair for over 25 years, and many

fair members will remember the

“robert wilson matching grant”

program we’ve had for the past six

years. like many others who have

supported fair over the years, bob

was an intelligent, forward thinking,

and courageous man, who was un-

afraid of candor or controversy. he

understood that chance favors the

mind willing to take a risk. in our

conversations, it was clear to me

that bob wilson understood what it

takes to make a civilization and a na-

tion successful. he knew that for the

united states, a commitment to

excellence could only be realized

with an immigration policy that as-

sured the nation would be compet-

itive over time. bob wilson inspired

many as he devoted countless hours

and hundreds of millions of dollars

to a wide range of causes including

the nature conservancy and the

new york public library. steward-

ship of our nation’s resources and in-

vestment in our children’s education

are what defined this important

fair supporter. i was privileged to

get to know this man very well, and

i can tell you he defined what is spe-

cial about those who care about our

cause. 

Recollections on the
Loss of Some of FAIR’s
Finest Friends
from fair president, dan stein

these supporters are emblematic of the great minds and souls that have

stood behind fair and what we try to achieve. they join a growing list of

distinguished americans who understand why the cause of true immigration

management, limits, and controls is essential to all we seek to achieve for

our posterity.



The Republican-led House of Representatives seems
to finally have had enough of President Obama’s

selective enforcement of federal laws. On March 12, the
House approved H.R. 4138, the Enforce the Law Act,
legislation that would expedite lawsuits against the chief
executive for failing to carry out congressional mandates.
The bill, sponsored by Rep. Trey Gowdy (R-S.C.), was
approved by a 233-181 vote, including five Democrats
who voted for the bill.

The measure is largely a symbolic act, as there is vir-
tually no chance it will even be considered by the
Democratic-led Senate and even less chance of its being
signed by the president, whose discretionary authority the
bill would limit. Nevertheless, it indicates that many
House members are no longer willing to sit by silently
when, in their view, the president abuses his executive
authority.

The president’s well-documented record of exempt-
ing entire classes of individuals from enforcement of
immigration laws played a large role in the House’s deci-
sion to pass H.R. 4138. Supporters frequently pointed to
the president’s Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals
program, granting temporary legal status and work

authorization to illegal aliens under the age of 31, as a
prime example of his abuse of executive authority.

Sponsors of the Enforce the Law Act also cited 20
instances where the president unilaterally altered or
delayed implementation of the Affordable Care Act, or
granted exemptions to entire classes of people. “President
Obama has been picking and choosing which laws to
enforce,” said Rep. Bob Goodlatte (R-Va.), chairman of
the House Judiciary Committee. “In place of the checks
and balances established by the Constitution, President
Obama has proclaimed that ‘I refuse to take “no” for an
answer’ and that ‘where [Congress] won’t act, I will.’”

House Acts to Force President to Enforce Law, 
Adhere to the Constitution

fair documents dozens of other

executive policy decisions that have

served to undermine or limit

immigration enforcement under the

obama administration in our 2013

publication, president obama’s
record of dismantling immigration

enforcement, which can be found on

our website, fairus.org. 

President Obama’s proposed FY
2015 budget request assumes

that by the start of the new fiscal
year on October 1, Congress will
have passed the massive illegal alien
amnesty and immigration increase
bill he supports. The budget pro-
posal includes a claimed $158 billion
federal deficit reduction in the com-
ing fiscal year, and $1 trillion in
deficit reduction over the next 20
years, owing to “immigration re-
form.”

The president’s proposal ignores
the fact that the House of Represen-
tatives has not acted on an amnesty
and immigration increase bill simi-
lar to S.744, which was approved by
the Senate last June. In February,
House Speaker John Boehner (R-
Ohio) declared that it was unlikely
that the House would act on immi-
gration in 2014, blaming a lack of
trust in the president to faithfully en-
force immigration laws. As if to re-
inforce his lack of trustworthiness on

immigration enforcement, the
White House budget request would
cut funding for Immigration and
Customs Enforcement, by about 4.5
percent.

In addition to ignoring the fact
that the House has not acted on the
legislation he supports, the presi-
dent’s budget proposal also ignores
substantial costs associated with
amnesty and increased immigration.
Amnesty would likely increase the
amount of taxes collected from cur-
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President’s Proposed 2015 Budget Assumes Amnesty
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Across the Country
Alaska
the alaska state senate overwhelmingly (13-4) approved a bill in late

february that will require that driver’s licenses issued to foreign nationals

expire concurrent with their visas. house bill 1, which passed the alaska

house last year, is intended to prevent people who overstay their visas from

maintaining a valid alaska driver’s license if they lapse into illegal status. as

of mid-march, h.b. 1 is awaiting the signature of gov. sean parnell. the

federal real id act requires that all states limit the validity of driver’s

licenses issued to foreign nationals to the length of their visas.

Washington
in late february, gov. jay inslee signed senate bill 6523 into law. s.b.6523,

or the real hope act, expands access to the state need grant to illegal

aliens who have received protection from deportation under the deferred

action for childhood arrivals program. the washington need grants

program provides higher education assistance to students whose families

earn less than $58,000 annually. s.b. 6523 allocates an additional $5 million

to the program annually to provide for the additional illegal alien students

who will be eligible for grants under the law. some 32,000 legal washington

residents are already eligible for need grants but cannot get them because

the program has been underfunded. the new law will not guarantee need

grants for illegal alien students, but will allow them to compete with the

32,000 previously eligible students for the additional funding. washington

already grants in-state tuition benefits to resident illegal aliens who attend

public colleges and universities in the state.

California
illegal aliens are barred from coverage under the federal affordable care

act, also known as obamacare. in response, california is considering

creating a state-run and state-funded health care exchange specifically for

illegal aliens. state sen. ricardo lara (d-long beach/los angeles)

introduced the “health  care for all act,” which would extend eligibility for

all medi-cal services to those currently disqualified by unlawful immigration

status. lara’s bill would provide the same level of subsidies to california’s

estimated 2.3 million illegal aliens as the aca provides to citizens and legal

residents. lara did not provide an estimate of the cost of providing

subsidized coverage to the state’s illegal alien population.
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In 2013, the Oregon Legislature
approved S. 833, a bill granting

driver’s licenses to illegal aliens living
in the state. Many Oregonians dis-
approved of the Legislature’s actions
and collected enough signatures on
a petition to put the issue before vot-
ers in the November 2014 election.
The Oregon House of Representa-
tives was not amused and sought to
hijack the process by rewriting the
title of the ballot Referendum 301 in
a way designed to deceive voters.

The referendum, as certified by
the state attorney general, asks Ore-
gon voters to vote yes or no on a law
that “Provides Oregon resident ‘dri-
ver card’ without requiring proof of
legal presence in the United States.”
In late February, by a 36 to 24 vote,
the House approved H.B. 4054, al-
tering the referendum’s title. Instead,
voters would be asked to vote yes or
no on a law, S. 833, that “Establishes
limited purpose, duration driver
card for individuals who prove Ore-
gon residency, meet driving require-
ments.” And, for good measure, (just
in case the people of Oregon were
thinking about going over the Leg-
islature’s heads again) H.B. 4054 in-
cluded a provision preventing
citizens from appealing the title
change before the Oregon Supreme
Court.

The blatant attempt to hijack
the referendum process sparked
overwhelming condemnation from
citizens and the media. Protect Ore-
gon Driver’s Licenses (PODL), a cit-
izens’ coalition that collected the
signatures to get Referendum 301 on
the ballot, spearheaded a statewide
grassroots effort to register voters’

disapproval of H.B. 4054 with
elected officials. The public outrage
appears to have been duly noted
and, in early March, the State Sen-
ate adjourned without taking up the
House bill.

The Legislature’s attempt to
quash the voters’ constitutional right
to override it through the referen-
dum process also outraged the state’s
major news media, which generally
approves of S. 833. The state’s largest
and most influential newspaper, The
Oregonian, called H.B. 4054 “a
breathtakingly cynical move that
would taint the very law [the Legis-
lature is] trying to preserve.” In pass-
ing H.B. 4054, The Statesman
Journal charged that, “Legislators are
mocking voters.”

In the end, the mobilization of

voters by PODL and other true im-
migration reform activists in Oregon
forced the Legislature to back down.
The decision of the State Senate not
to consider H.B. 4054 means that
when Oregonians cast their votes in
November, they will decide on
whether the state should grant dri-
ver’s licenses “without requiring
proof of legal presence in the United
States,” rather than the deceptively
worded alternative the Legislature
sought to put before them.

FAIR congratulates PODL and
Oregonians for Immigration Reform
for getting Referendum 301 on the
November ballot and for their
valiant efforts to resist the Legisla-
ture’s attempt to hijack the referen-
dum and the democratic process.
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Oregon Activists Beat Back Legislature’s Effort to
Hijack Driver’s License Ballot Initiative

the legislature’s attempt to quash

voters’ constitutional right to override

the bill through a referendum sparked

overwhelming condemnation from

citizens as well as the media.



Acornerstone of the White
House effort to win passage of a

massive illegal alien amnesty has
been to convince Congress and the
American people that illegal immi-
gration is firmly under control and
that the administration is vigorously
enforcing existing laws. Nothing
could be further from the truth, as
even Homeland Security Secretary
Jeh Johnson was forced to admit in
testimony before the House of Rep-
resentatives on March 11.

The Obama administration has
been taking credit for “record-set-
ting” deportation levels during the
president’s first term. (Deportations
declined by about 10 percent during
the first year of his second term.)
President Obama personally cast
doubt on those claims in 2011
when, speaking to a group of His-
panic journalists, he said, “The sta-
tistics are actually a little deceptive,”
adding that “we’ve been apprehend-
ing folks at the borders and sending
them back. That is counted as a de-

portation even though they may
have only been held for a day or 48
hours.”

In 2013, about 368,000 illegal
aliens were deported. During the
House hearing, Rep. John Culberson
(R-Texas) noted that “Under the
Obama administration, more than
half [the FY 2013] removals that
were attributed to ICE are actually a
result of Border Patrol arrests that
wouldn’t have been counted in prior
administrations.” 

That assertion was confirmed by
Secretary Johnson. “Correct,” he
stated. In reality, Immigration and
Customs Enforcement was responsi-
ble for only about 133,000 deporta-
tions. Most of the rest, as President
Obama acknowledged in 2011, were
illegal aliens apprehended by the
Border Patrol soon after entering the
country illegally and transferred to
ICE for removal.

Even these minimal levels of de-
portations are not enough to satisfy
illegal alien advocacy groups that are

demanding that the president halt all
deportations, except for those where
the illegal alien has been convicted
of a serious crime. The nation’s
largest illegal alien advocacy group,
the National Council of La Raza,
held a press conference in early
March to denounce the president as
the “Deporter-in-Chief,” as the
number of deportations attributed
to ICE is approaching the 2 million
mark after five years in office.

It is unclear if La Raza’s strategy
is to provide the president political
cover against well-documented
charges that he is not faithfully en-
forcing most immigration laws, or

whether they genuinely believe that
no illegal alien who has not been
convicted of a felony should ever be
removed. (The truth is that it is
probably a little of both.) La Raza
enjoys a particularly close relation-
ship with the Obama White House.
The group’s former vice president,
Cecilia Muñoz, now serves at the di-
rector of the White House Domes-
tic Policy Council.

In fact, the title of “Deporter-in-
Chief ” belongs to Bill Clinton,
whose administration removed un-
lawful aliens at nearly double the
rate of the Obama administration.
Far from setting records, the Obama
administration’s rate for removing il-
legal aliens is the most anemic since
the Ford administration.
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Administration Artificially Inflates Deportation Numbers

ice was only responsible for about

133,000 deportations. most of the rest

were illegal aliens apprehended by the

border patrol soon after entering the

country illegally and transferred for

removal.



tempt to try to rig the outcome of the vote and repeal the
ordinance’s rental requirement. The station reviewed 927
pages of emails to and from members of the Council dis-
cussing ways in which they could turn the vote in their
favor. One Councilman who opposes the rental provi-
sion, Mark Stange, went so far as to discuss lowering the
voting age to 16, in the hope that younger voters would
be more inclined to share his opposition to it.

His suggestion was rebuffed by Council President
Jennifer Bixby. However, emails reveal that Bixby urged
the town’s chief of police to try to frighten nursing home
residents by telling them that “each time they move
rooms, the ordinance will require an additional license.”

The extent of the effort by City Council members to
influence the outcome of the vote astonished local polit-
ical observers. “I was taken aback. I’ve never seen this
much outward coordination against the voters’ will,” said
Chris Scott, a political analyst.

Of course, given the efforts by the Oregon Legisla-
ture to hijack a ballot referendum on driver’s licenses for
illegal aliens, coordinated effort against the will of the vot-
ers on immigration seems to be becoming a disturbing
pattern.

Amnesty advocates have grown
increasingly strident in their
demands that President Obama halt
all deportations of illegal aliens who
do not have criminal records. In
addition to the White House meet-
ing with three key members of the
Hispanic Caucus, illegal aliens and
their supporters have staged public
protests and hunger strikes across
the country in an effort to build

public support for their demands.
Until the president ordered a

review of deportation practices, he
had repeatedly insisted that he lacks
the constitutional authority to sus-
pend all deportations. “I have
stretched my administrative capacity
very far,” he stated one week earlier
during a national town hall meeting
on Spanish-language television. 

The president’s ordered review

of deportation policies reinforces the
assertions of House Republicans that
he cannot be trusted to enforce
immigration laws. Speaker John
Boehner (R-Ohio) cited the presi-
dent’s open defiance of many
immigration laws when he
announced, on February 6, that the
House is unlikely to take up immi-
gration legislation this year.
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DEPORTATION REVIEW continued

FREMONT SUPPORTS ENFORCEMENT continued

2015 BUDGET continued
rent illegal aliens, but the proposed
budget does not take into account
future government entitlements (like
Social Security) that amnestied
aliens would be eligible to collect.

Other enforcement cuts called
for in the 2015 budget include
reductions in detention space for
aliens in deportation proceedings
from 34,000 to 30,539. Instead,

more deportable aliens would be
placed in the Alternative to Deten-
tion program, which releases them
back into the community with elec-
tronic monitoring devices or under
“supervision.” Ironically, former ICE
Director John Morton testified in
2011 that the ATD program is actu-
ally more expensive than detention.

Cuts to the detention program

likely have less to do with costs and
far more to do with the Obama ad-
ministration’s ongoing efforts to un-
dermine immigration enforcement.
In recent months, illegal alien advo-
cates have organized protests to de-
tention, demanding that illegal
aliens who do not pose a danger to
the community be released while
they appeal removal orders.
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Cornerstone Contributors are the building blocks of
FAIR's citizen-supported foundation. Time and time again,
through their continuing support they have become key
officers in our battle to end the destructive mass immigration
that is debilitating our great nation.

As a Cornerstone Contributor, you pledge to give a specific
monthly contribution to FAIR. This donation, electronically
transferred conveniently each month from your credit card or
checking account, enables FAIR to count on you to help
support our ongoing immigration reform efforts.

To become a member, check the box on the adjacent form,
clip and mail to FAIR or contact Melissa Bradley-Wilson at
(202) 328-7004 or missy@fairus.org; or sign up online at
www.fairus.org.
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the future.
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the great law of the Iroquois Confederacy: “In our every
deliberation, we must consider the impact of our decision on
the next seven generations.”

Recognizing FAIR and its mission in your estate planning is a
fine way to honor your concern for the nation’s future while
helping ensure the cause of true immigration reform. 

Establishment of your gift is all that is required to recognize
you as an honoree of this distinguished group.

Please contact our planned giving officer for information about
how we can help you with your estate planning.  We welcome
the opportunity to tell you more about how your gift will ensure
that our work survives long into the future.
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