


To make immigration great again for

America, we must make it manageable,

affordable and consistent with the

nation's other domestic priorities.



Our ultimate goal is to bequeath to future generations a prosperous, secure,

harmonious, just and sustainable society.

T
hose of us who are privileged to serve on
FAIR’s board of directors harbor no
illusions about the difficulty and
complexity of the fight we have chosen to
embrace. But embrace it we do, jointly

and as individuals, because the battle for true, common-
sense immigration reform is really a battle for the future
of our country. Our ultimate goal is to bequeath to future
generations a prosperous, secure, harmonious, just, and
sustainable society. In 2009, the thirtieth anniversary of
FAIR’s founding, we did not waver from this compelling
vision.

As Dan describes in his report, the supporters of mass
immigration and amnesty were all but giddy with
anticipation as 2009 brought with it a new Congress and
administration. But due in large part to the tireless efforts
of FAIR, no legislation to increase immigration or grant
amnesty was enacted. Dan’s report describes how FAIR
worked throughout the year to achieve this and other
strategic objectives of the organization.

On behalf of FAIR’s board of directors, I thank you for
your support and confidence in our work. Everything we
achieve has been made possible by your support. As the
new chairman, I’d also like to thank my predecessor
Nancy Anthony for leading the board so ably and
effectively since 2004. I am honored and humbled to
follow in her footsteps, and I feel especially fortunate that
she remains a member of our board.

Sincerely,

m
e

s
s

a
g

e
 fro

m
 th

e
 c

h
a

irm
a

n

Roy Porter



3

F
AIR is an organization with rock solid
principles and flexible strategies. Despite
numerous challenges, our unshakeable
commitment to representing the interests
of ordinary Americans in the immigration

debate, along with our ability to adapt to changing polit-
ical and economic realities, combined to make 2009 a
successful year for our organization and our movement.

At the start of the year, pundits predicted that 2009
would be the year that “comprehensive immigration
reform” (or mass amnesty) would finally come about. 

On January 20, America inaugurated a new president —
a popular, charismatic and articulate figure who was
committed to enacting a sweeping amnesty for millions
of illegal aliens and vastly increasing future flows of
immigration to the United States.  His commitment was
not just ideological. During his campaign for the
presidency, Barack Obama repeatedly pledged to make
his vision of immigration reform a priority for his first
year in office. And, as FAIR members know too well, he
appointed open borders advocates to numerous key
positions.

President Obama entered the White House with the most
formidable majority in Congress since the Lyndon
Johnson era. Like the new president, leaders of both the
House and Senate were publicly committed to amnesty
and a rollback of immigration enforcement.

As we now know, Congressional leaders did not have the
backing to move amnesty legislation. And FAIR’s ability
to effectively advocate for the public interest, to make
immigration relevant to many of the other issues that
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We will continue to put all of our energy and resources into promoting an immigration policy

that is worthy of our nation and its people.

Dan Stein
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concern the American people, and to engage the
public was a major reason why 2009 was not the
year the Inside the Beltway echo chamber pundits
thought it would be.

In 2009, FAIR put its three decades of expertise
and experience to work. As FAIR has always done,
we worked to educate the American people about
the impact of excessive immigration on their
everyday lives. As the official unemployment rate
reached double digits, FAIR made sure that the
American public, and elected officials, understood
what amnesty and immigration increases would
hurt American workers. As the federal deficit
soared past $1 trillion, and state and local
governments struggled with severe budget
shortfalls, FAIR demonstrated how amnesty and
immigration increases would be both unwise and
unaffordable.

Everyday throughout 2009, FAIR was there to
make sure that the nation’s dysfunctional
immigration policies were a part of every other
major policy debate. As President Obama and
congressional leaders set about to jump start the
economy with hundreds of billions of new
government spending, FAIR pressured them to
include measures that would ensure jobs created
with federal dollars went to American workers.
Although many of the protections FAIR sought
were not included in the Stimulus bill President
Obama signed in February, our efforts laid the
groundwork for a three-year reauthorization of
the E-Verify program and the implementation of
a Bush-era executive order requiring all federal
contractors to use the E-Verify system to ensure
the workers they hire are legally authorized to
work.
As the debate about health care reform dominated
the nation’s attention, our government relations
and research teams were able to explain the
potential for illegal aliens to gain access to public
health care and the enormous fiscal costs

associated with various proposals under
consideration.  FAIR’s Government Relations staff
pored over every page of House and Senate
legislation, exposing loopholes that would have
required American taxpayers to finance health
care for illegal aliens. Day after day on national
television, FAIR media team made sure that the
American public learned about Congress’s stealth
efforts to provide billions of dollars in health
benefits to illegal aliens. And FAIR’s Field
Department helped organize citizens all across the
country to demand that the loopholes be closed.

FAIR also served as an effective watchdog, closely
monitoring the new administration’s tireless
efforts to dismantle our immigration enforcement
apparatus. When the Obama administration
decided to curtail effective worksite immigration
enforcement policies in favor meaningless
paperwork audits, FAIR was there to refute their
claims that the paper audits were effectively
protecting American workers. When, with
skyrocketing unemployment, the administration
claimed to be vigorously enforcing laws against
the employment of illegal aliens, FAIR found,
analyzed, and publicized the government’s own
data refuting those claims. FAIR’s findings
demonstrated that, in fact, administrative and
criminal arrests, indictments and convictions of
employers for hiring illegal aliens had all dropped
dramatically.

FAIR’s work extended well outside Washington.
In 2009, we vastly enhanced our ability to reach
new people with our message of true immigration
reform. FAIR’s media visibility was never greater,
as our spokespeople appeared on hundreds of
radio and television programs, and were quoted
in hundreds more print and Internet stories. Our
signature media event, Hold Their Feet to the Fire,
which brings together dozens of talk show hosts
to broadcast on immigration policy, was the
biggest and best attended one to date.
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FAIR also established new and exciting portals to
provide members and activists the tools they need
to master the details of immigration policy. We
vastly expanded our ability to reach new
audiences through Internet-based social
networking sites. Our redesigned blog site, The
Stein Report, saw unprecedented traffic during
2009 as new people flocked to the site for the latest
immigration news and analysis. FAIR also
expanded its use of Facebook and Twitter to
provide members and activists with valuable real-
time information. 

In addition to these information portals, FAIR’s
Research and Publication Department provided
substance through in-depth and timely reports.
Five new state studies on the costs of illegal
immigration were published, released and
distributed — bringing to 16 the total number of
such studies. 

Our national Field program continued to expand
our activist base in 2009. FAIR’s three full-time
Field representatives worked hard to meet
growing demand as they partnered with
immigration reform groups nationwide to
promote precedent-setting immigration
enforcement policies at the local level. They also
organized activists in unprecedented numbers to
oppose costly government benefits to illegal aliens
and to respond to efforts to promote amnesty.
Expanding this successful program is a major
priority.

Of course, none of the many activities conducted
by FAIR during 2009 could have occurred without
a strong organizational structure and a solid base
of financial support. This solid base was never
more important than in the very difficult
economic climate of 2009.  

Once again, in 2009, FAIR honored the trust that
our donors, large and small, placed in us. As in
previous years, FAIR was recognized in 2009 as
one of a select group of non-profit organizations
to earn the Better Business Bureau’s Wise Giving
Alliance seal of approval. This rare distinction
affirms that the management of the organization
meets the highest standards. FAIR also received a
four star rating — the highest rating available —
from Charity Navigator, a recognized watchdog of
nonprofit organizations. When people make a
charitable donation to FAIR, they know their
money is used wisely.

Thank you for your continued support of our
organization and the important need we are
filling. On behalf of all of us at FAIR, I express our
gratitude to those who make it possible for us to
do so, and pledge that we will continue to put all
of our energy and resources into promoting an
immigration policy that is worthy of our nation
and its people.

Sincerely,
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T
he primary mission of FAIR is to
educate the public about the
impact of immigration on all
aspects of life in America. A
cornerstone of FAIR’s mission is

uncovering and analyzing data about
immigration, producing studies and reports, and
disseminating them in print and on our website.
These studies and reports are cited widely by the
media, public officials, and other researchers.
Immigration reform activists and organizations
frequently rely on FAIR’s research and
publications, as do local government officials
who want to understand the impact of
immigration on their communities and to
promote policy changes. 
In addition to numerous newly published
research reports in 2009, FAIR’s Research and
Publication department regularly updated
information on the organization’s website. The
Research and Publications department also
produces fact sheets and issue briefs that provide
concise information and analysis on a broad
range of immigration topics.

• STATE COST STUDIES
Since 2004, FAIR has published in-depth studies
of the costs of illegal immigration to state
governments. In 2009, the Research and
Publications department added five new state
cost studies, bringing the total number of such
reports to 16.  In addition, FAIR staff updated an
existing study of the fiscal impact of illegal
immigration in Florida to reflect significant
increases in immigration to the state and the
burdens borne by state taxpayers.

A cornerstone of FAIR’s mission is uncovering and analyzing data about

immigration, producing studies and reports, and disseminated them in

print and on our website.
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For the release of these state cost studies, FAIR
initiated a roll-out strategy designed to maximize
the attention they received from local media and
policymakers. Copies of the reports were widely
distributed to news media and government officials,
and FAIR spokespeople appeared on local media to
discuss the results of the studies.

• gOIng lOCAl
In 2009, FAIR’s Research and Publications Department
brought the impact of mass immigration down to the
local level. In conjunction with the release of the Maryland
cost study, a second research report examined the impact
of excessive immigration on one county’s educational
system. “English Learners and Immigration: A Case Study
of Prince George’s County, Maryland,” demonstrated how
policy decisions made or neglected in Washington affect
people in communities all across the country.

• nEW pUblICATIOnS
In addition to five new, and one updated, state fiscal cost studies,
the Research and Publications Department completed and
released reports addressing several emerging immigration issues
in 2009.

Long before 9/11, FAIR was the first organization to make the
connection between our poorly enforced immigration policies and
the threat to the nation’s homeland security. Since the attacks on the
World Trade Center and the Pentagon, FAIR has provided an annual
assessment of where the nation stands in adopting legislative reform to
make the country more secure against further attacks by international
terrorists. In 2009, Backsliding on National Security: The Immigration
Connection documented changes in immigration enforcement over the
previous year that backtracked on recommendations of the 9/11
Commission and left our nation more vulnerable to attack.

• STATE AnD lOCAl FACTShEETS
In addition to the 16 state cost studies, FAIR has created a series of
immigration factsheets covering each of the states and hundreds of the largest
metropolitan areas, counties and cities. These factsheets are not limited to
illegal immigration, but examine the impact of all immigration on states and
localities. State and local factsheets describe immigration-generated population
growth and its effect on conditions such as the supply of fresh water resources,
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Published in 2009 . . .
• English Learners and Immigration: A Case Study of Prince George’s County, Maryland

• Backsliding on National Security: The Immigration Connection

• The Push For Amnesty For Illegal Aliens

• The Ethics of Immigration

• Illegal Alien or “Undocumented Immigrant?”

• Rising Immigrant Admissions to the United States 

• Illegal Immigration and Hate Crimes: Is There a Relationship? 

• Amensty and Joblessness

• Immigration Energy and the Environment

• Paving the Road to Amnesty

• The Sinking Lifeboat: Uncontrolled Immigration and the U.S. Health Care System

• A Guide to Understanding the Tactcs of the Southern Poverty Law Center in the Immigration Debate

• Illegal Immigration and Public Health 

• Illegal Immigration and Hate Crimes 

• The Costs of Illegal Immigration:

North Carolina

Nevada

Pennsylvania

Virginia

Maryland
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urban sprawl, traffic congestion, air pollution, overcrowded
schools, crowded and affordable housing and poverty. In
2009, the Research and Publications Department also
developed a similar factsheet for the nation as a whole. 

• ISSUE bRIEFS
Over the years, FAIR has published issue briefs that provide
detailed analysis of particular aspects of U.S. immigration
policy. Dozens of issue briefs are published on FAIR’s
website, providing easy reference for people seeking
information about topics including illegal immigration,
legal immigration, nonimmigrant guest worker programs,
population and the environment, labor and economics,
national security, societal impacts, and immigration
history. 

As new information appears, issue briefs are supplemented
or updated.

• pOllIng DATA pAgE
As immigration has become one of the most important
public policy issues facing the United States, FAIR’s
Research and Publications Department has compiled an
extensive database of opinion polling on all aspects of the
issue. A compendium of national and state polling now
appears on FAIR’s website, where it is easily accessible.

• ThE ImmIgRATIOn REpORT
FAIR’s flagship publication is its newsletter, The FAIR
Immigration Report. We publish the newsletter ten times
annually, and send it to all dues-paying members. The FAIR
Immigration Report serves multiple functions for the
organization. It informs members of immigration-related
developments that are not widely reported in the
mainstream media; it keeps members abreast of FAIR’s
activities in Washington and around the country; it
provides members with tools to be more effective activists;
it allows FAIR to present our research to members; and it
is a valuable fundraising tool.



A
s the calendar rolled over to
2009, power in Washington
shifted to those who
ideologically opposed
nearly all forms of

immigration enforcement, and favored amnesty
for illegal aliens and vast increases in overall
immigration. The Obama administration came
to office with the intent of dismantling whatever
minimal enforcement had been implemented
during the final 18 months of the previous
administration. Likewise, the congressional
Democratic leadership — holding dominant
majorities in both houses of Congress — set
about breaking down all barriers to illegal aliens
living and receiving benefits in the U.S.

Despite the failure of both President Obama and
congressional Democrats to fulfill their promise
to deliver a sweeping illegal alien amnesty under
the guise of “comprehensive immigration
reform,” 2009 was one of the Government

FAIR has a long history of working to build bipartisan

support for immigration reforms that serve the

interests of the American people. however, nothing

prepared us for the political realities the immigration

reform movement faced in 2009.
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Relation department’s busiest and most successful
years. Immigration played a pivotal role in almost
every important policy debate in 2009. In each
instance, FAIR’s Government Relations
department’s analysis helped expose deliberate
loopholes intended to benefit illegal aliens and to
build coalitions to narrow or eliminate those
loopholes.

• CEmEnTIng RElATIOnShIpS
At the start of each new Congress, FAIR’s Govern-
ment Relations team reaches out to new members
— meeting with staff and providing information.
With 55 new House members and 14 new sena-
tors, the Government Relations Department’s first
task was to establish FAIR as a resource on immi-
gration-related issues.

Because of the relationships the Government
Relations team has built with key members of
Congress, FAIR enjoys a unique opportunity to
have its voice heard as important policy issues are
being decided. In 2009, the Government Relations
department, through its work with congressional
committees and individual members, played a role
in crafting amendments to key legislation.

• STImUlUS bIll
The first significant piece of legislation tackled by
the Obama administration and the 111th Con-
gress was the economic stimulus package. Ulti-
mately, the legislation authorized spending $787
billion to stimulate economic expansion and jobs
growth.

During the weeks of debate about the stimulus
package, the Government Relations Department
worked to ensure a long-term extension of E-
Verify, a vital protection for U.S. workers that
allows employers to electronically verify the
employment eligibility of the people they hire.
FAIR staff met with E-Verify supporters on the
House Appropriations Committee and their staffs

to help ensure that their E-Verify amendments to
the Stimulus bill passed the House. The
amendment offered by Ken Calvert (R-Calif.)
would have enacted a long term extension of E-
Verify and the amendment offered by
Representatives Jack Kingston (R-Ga.) and would
have required that federal contractors use E-
Verify.  These amendments did pass the House but
were ultimately stripped in the House-Senate
conference committee and were not passed into
law. Similarly, FAIR worked with several Senators
on an amendment that would have extended E-
Verify for five years. That amendment was killed
in the Senate by a procedural motion.

While these vital protections were defeated by
straight party-line votes, the Government
Relations Department’s efforts succeeded in
highlighting the need to protect jobs created with
taxpayer dollars for legal U.S. workers. Ultimately,
these efforts resulted in forcing the Obama
administration to adopt a rule first proposed by
the Bush Administration mandating the use of E-
Verify by all federal contractors, and in a
three-year reauthorization of the E-Verify
program.

• E-vERIFy ExTEnSIOn
The battle over E-Verify did not end with the pas-
sage of the Stimulus bill. Even though an exten-
sion of E-Verify was not included in the final
version of the legislation, FAIR continued to fight
to save this vital protection for American workers.
Arrayed against our efforts were the Obama ad-
ministration and congressional leaders who
sought to use it as a bargaining chip to gain
amnesty for illegal aliens by reauthorizing the pro-
gram only six months at a time.

The Government Relations team worked tirelessly
with Sen. Sessions, the ranking member of the
Judiciary Committee to secure permanent
extension of E-Verify. While we fell short of that
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goal, we nevertheless gained an important victory
in late 2009, when Congress adopted a three-year
extension of E-Verify coupled with an additional
$100 million appropriation to fund it. With rapid
increases in the number of employers enrolling in
E-Verify, the additional three years will make it
much more difficult for Congress to kill a popular
program that protects American workers.

• hEAlTh CARE DEbATE
The long, and often bitter, debate about health care
reform demonstrated all too clearly the connec-
tion between immigration policy and other press-
ing public policy issues. FAIR took no official
position on the health care bill, but FAIR played a
huge role in shaping the debate by strongly advo-
cating that the legislation be “immigration neu-
tral.”

As the health care reform bill worked its way
through the legislative process, FAIR’s
Government Relations Department scrutinized
each new version of both the House and Senate
bills to identify provisions pertinent to
immigration policy. As a result of Government
Relations’ work, loopholes were identified that
would have permitted illegal alien to gain access
to government subsidized health insurance. The
work of the Government Relations Department
also revealed that the legislation waived the five-
year waiting period for legal immigrants to qualify
for health care benefits under the bill.

Though congressional leaders did their best to
deny the existence of the loopholes FAIR had
identified, our efforts helped inform the American
public of provisions that would benefit illegal
aliens. When the congressional recess began in
August, the Government Relations team designed
a two-page primer to help activists ask informed
questions during town hall meetings with their
Members of Congress. This document helped
raise public awareness and public opposition,

which helped the issue gain significant media
coverage.

The efforts of FAIR’s Government Relations staff
to ensure “immigration neutrality” paid real
dividends. By the end of 2009, most of the
egregious loopholes in the legislation designed to
allow illegal aliens to benefit had been closed.
Though some objectionable provisions remained
in the bill, FAIR played an important role in
identifying a rectifying the most blatant attempts
to provide taxpayer-subsidized health care
benefits to illegal aliens.

• pASS ID
Even before the attacks of 9/11, and long the 9/11
Commission exposed systemic weaknesses that
made it possible, FAIR has advocated for secure
and verifiable identity documents. FAIR was in-
strumental in building support for the 2005 REAL
ID Act, which mandated substantial reform to our
documentation system. In 2009, FAIR’s Govern-
ment Relations department successfully defended
REAL ID from being dismantled.

A Trojan horse bill in the Senate, known as PASS
ID, was introduced and advertised by its sponsors
— including the Obama Administration — as an
improvement on REAL ID. Detailed analysis of
PASS ID by FAIR’s Government Relations
department revealed that it would, in fact, weaken
the security of U.S. documents.

FAIR’s Government Relations staff produced a
Legislative Analysis of PASS ID and a chart
comparing the meaningful security provisions
contained in REAL ID versus the false security
presented by PASS ID. This side-by-side analysis
was circulated widely on Capitol Hill. Though
PASS ID was approved by the Senate Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs Committee,
the legislation stalled. By the end of 2009, no
further legislative action had occurred on the bill.
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• OThER ACTIvITIES
  Exposing Obama administration efforts to gut immigration enforcement. The Govern-
ment Relations team tracked administrative actions advertised to the public as improve-
ments and detailed how the Obama administration was effectively dismantling real
enforcement programs. Working with allies in the House, FAIR obtained government
data that demonstrated that immigration enforcement was in freefall during 2009.

• Preparing for the 2010 Census. Government Relations worked with members of the
Senate to promote an amendment to the Commerce-Justice-Science Appropriations
bill that would have required the government to ask about immigration on the 2010
Census form. In support of this amendment, FAIR gathered and disseminated
information about which states would likely gain or lose congressional representation
as a result of including illegal aliens in the count for the purpose of reapportioning
seats. The amendment was defeated.

• Supporting the border fence. Government Relations helped members of the Senate
craft an amendment to the Secure Fence Act of 2006 to restore the requirement for
double-layer fencing along 700 miles of the southern border. That amendment was
approved by the Senate.

• Dissecting a House amnesty bill. In December, Rep. Luis Gutierrez (D-Ill.) introduced
the Comprehensive Immigration Reform for America’s Security and Prosperity bill.
Government Relations analyzed and detailed how it called for sweeping amnesty,
dismantlement of nearly all immigration enforcement, and vast increases in future
immigration.

• Serving as a liaison between House and Senate allies. Because of FAIR’s close ties with
so many congressional offices on both sides of the Hill, Government Relations has
increasingly played a role in helping like-minded members work together effectively.

• lEgISlATIvE UpDATES
Each week, Government Relations prepares a detailed update of legislative, administra-
tive, and state and local actions related to immigration. These updates are sent directly
to policymakers, journalists and FAIR’s members across the country. They are also posted
on FAIR’s website and linked to the Stein Report. Legislative updates are not only an im-
portant summary of what is going on, but they also provide context and analysis to help
those involved in shaping and reporting about immigration policy understand the sig-
nificance of what is taking place.

In 2009, FAIR’s Government Relations team demonstrated its versatility, its command of
every nuance of immigration policy, and its ability to bring together coalitions to defend
the interests of the American public. The work of Government Relations highlighted how
our failed immigration policies have an impact on virtually every other policy that
Americans care about, and the ability of FAIR to expose efforts to undermine
immigration enforcement through seemingly unrelated legislation.
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M
ass media, our website
and public speaking are
the various means we use
to dissiminate infor-
mation to the public.

FAIR is by no means the biggest or best-funded
organization in Washington. But few
organizations of any size or budget reach as
many people as FAIR does. By effectively
cultivating relationships with the news media,
FAIR is able to inform and educate millions of
Americans each year on immigration issues, and
to inspire many of them to become involved
members and activists.  

Broad access to the media is a privilege FAIR has
earned over many years. Journalists and
producers know they can depend on FAIR for
timely and accurate information, thorough

FAIR’s primary mission is to inform and educate the American public about all aspects

of U.S. immigration policy and the impact that they have on the lives of ordinary

Americans and the future of this nation. 

p
u

b
lic

 e
d

u
c

a
tio

n
 a

n
d

 m
e

d
ia



16

analysis and thoughtful commentary. FAIR’s
Media department works daily to maintain and
expand the organization’s strong relationship with
the media.

The value of FAIR’s relationship with news
organizations can be measured in the number of
times FAIR is called upon for comment or
information. In 2009, FAIR’s Media team
appeared on broadcast media, or spoke to print
reporters on more than 600 occasions. These
media opportunities covered a remarkable range
of immigration related issues including:
• the impact of immigration on American

workers;
• E-Verify protections;
• health care reform;
• the Obama administration’s non-

enforcement;
• amnesty or other immigration legislation

in Congress;
• state measures to control illegal

immigration;
• the 2010 Census;
• border violence; and
• terrorism.

• TAlk RADIO
Talk radio is an important medium for millions of
Americans seeking information and opinion
about vital issues. The nation’s talk radio stations
have become a national town hall for ordinary
Americans to hear about issues that are of concern
to them and to voice their opinions. Immigration,
and how it affects the daily lives of millions of
Americans, is a staple issue for talk radio hosts
and FAIR is the source they turn to for
information and analysis.

As 2009 commenced, talk radio turned to FAIR
to assess the immigration policies the new Obama
administration and large Democratic majorities
in both houses of Congress would likely pursue.

As the year progressed, talk radio called upon
FAIR to discuss the administration’s emerging
pattern of non-enforcement of immigration laws
and its promotion of amnesty for illegal aliens.

Talk radio also relied on FAIR to discuss the role
of immigration in other important national policy
debates in 2009. As the $787 billion Stimulus bill
was being debated in Washington, FAIR’s
spokespersons discussed the connection between
mass immigration, the nation’s rising
unemployment rate and our country’s mounting
debt. Later, as the health care reform debate raged,
FAIR spokespersons were daily voices on dozens
of talk shows.  FAIR exposed the backdoor efforts
to provide taxpayer-subsidized health benefits to
illegal aliens and warned how excessive
immigration is expanding the number of the
uninsured to crisis levels.

Excluding dozens of appearances on talk radio
programs during Hold Their Feet to the Fire,
FAIR’s Media team discussed immigration policy
on more than 250 talk radio and news programs
during 2009 — an average of about one radio
appearance per working day — reaching millions
of listeners. 

Hold Their Feet to the Fire

Building on our strong relationship with talk
radio, for the fifth time in recent years, the FAIR
Media department organized a national “town
hall of the airwaves” centered on immigration
policy. The event, known as Hold Their Feet to the
Fire, brought together 45 of the nation’s leading
talk radio hosts who originated their programs
from a hotel ballroom a few blocks from FAIR’s
Capitol Hill office. 

Thus, over the course of two days in September,
the nation’s radio airwaves were blanketed with an
open and vibrant discussion of how immigration
affects all aspects of American society. Under the
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supervision of FAIR’s media team, 45 talk hosts
broadcast their programs, scheduled dozens of
guests, including members of Congress and a
variety of immigration experts. FAIR
spokespeople appeared on nearly every one of the
45 programs, speaking to Americans across the
country.

Hold Their Feet to the Fire 2009 coincided with a
raging national discussion about the role of
immigration in exacerbating the growth of the
medically uninsured, and provisions in the House
health care reform bill that would have allowed
illegal aliens to receive benefits. The event also
occurred just a week after President Obama’s
nationally televised address to Congress in which
he was audibly rebuked from the floor of Congress
when he stated that illegal aliens would not be
covered under the House bill.

• TElEvISIOn nEWS
Immigration is also a staple topic of the 24-hour
cable news networks. And, like talk radio,
television producers and reporters turn to FAIR

to for insight on every complex immigration issue
as it arises. During 2009, FAIR spokespeople
appeared on 86 television news programs, either
live in-studio, live via Skype, or as part of pre-
taped reports. In addition, FAIR’s Media
department provided background information to
dozens of television news producers.

FAIR’s Media spokespeople appeared on all three
major cable TV news networks: CNN, Fox News
and MSNBC on a numerous occasions. In
addition, FAIR was featured on news reports that
aired on PBS and the two leading Spanish
language networks, Univision and Telemundo. In
2009, as part of an overall strategy to localize
immigration issues, FAIR expanded its reach into
local TV markets. the Media team promoted
FAIR’s organizational research by appearing on
local television news programs in various places
across the country. The expanded use of Skype
also provided FAIR with new opportunities to
appear on local television news program without
having to travel to those locations.

Forging Close Relationships

Building close working relationships with reporters, producers and news executives 

is critical to FAIR’s ability to disseminate its message through the media. In an effort

to enhance an already solid relationship with talk radio, FAIR’s Media department 

was an exhibitor at the talk radio industry’s annual trade convention in June. 

FAIR’s participation in this event resulted in establishing relationships with 

additional talk radio hosts who invite FAIR to appear on their programs, 

and in recruiting talk hosts to participate in Hold Their Feet to the Fire.
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• pRInT AnD OnlInE mEDIA
As important as the broadcast and online news
media are, newspapers are still an important
means of communicating with the public,
especially the nation’s opinion leaders. The
historical record of the contemporary
immigration debate will be chronicled in the
leading newspapers and magazines — and FAIR
will be featured prominently in that historical
record. 

During 2009, FAIR commented on nearly 200
stories for print journalists. Because many of the
articles in which FAIR’s comments appeared were

syndicated, they were published in many
additional print and online publications. 

State Media Campaigns

In 2009, the FAIR Media department initiated a
series of highly successful state media campaigns
aimed at raising awareness of how immigration
affects people in their states and communities.
These media campaigns, or “blitzes,” targeted
states where excessive immigration, especially
illegal immigration, imposed significant fiscal and
social burdens. In 2009, we chose Nevada, Florida,
Virginia, Pennsylvania, and Maryland.
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FAIR’s Media department organized and executed
these state campaigns, but they incorporated the
efforts of all of the organization’s program
departments. Research and Publications prepared
a detailed analysis of state costs resulting from
illegal immigration. The Field program
coordinated grassroots lobbying efforts and public
demonstrations by FAIR members and activists in
the selected states. The Government Relations
staff delivered the cost studies and polling data to

members of the states’ congressional delegations.
In addition, the FAIR Media department
commissioned statewide polls of registered voters
to gauge how people in those states felt about
illegal immigration and options for addressing the
problem. Once all of these pieces were in place,
the Media department scheduled talk radio and
television appearances, and met with newspaper
editorial boards in major media markets in those
states to discuss the impact of illegal immigration.

Newspaper and online outlets that

published FAIR op-eds in 2009

include:

• The Los Angeles Times

• The Washington Times

• USA Today

• U.S. News & World Report

• The Des Moines Register

• The Buffalo News

• The Palm Beach Post

• Townhall.com
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• pUblIC SpEAkIng
  While mass media provides the widest possible audience, there is nothing that
replaces the effectiveness and intimacy of personal communication. During 2009,
FAIR representatives spoke, or appeared as panelists, at 43 events around the
country organized by educational, political, civic and religious institutions.

• WEbSITE AnD OnlInE COmmUnICATIOnS
For a growing segment of the population — especially younger people — online
communication and social networking are increasingly important.  In 2009, FAIR
made significant strides in expanding our presence on the Internet and reaching
new segments of the population with targeted and effective messaging. Thanks
to a number of projects and programs that were undertaken by our Internet team,
FAIR experienced a nearly 20 percent increase in dedicated traffic to our website
(people who frequent the site), and a nearly 25 percent increase in average time
spent on the site. Most importantly, our bounce rate improved nearly 17 percent.
These results tell us that we have made significant inroads when it comes to
effectively targeting an audience sensitive to our message. 

Other important Internet-based communications projects and programs
undertaken in 2009 include:

• An aggressive online advertising strategy with online partners which helped
us grow our audience database by approximately 300 percent.

• Implementation of social networking programs which helped us reach a more
technology savvy, and generally younger, demographic. We grew our
Facebook page fan base from the hundreds to the thousands, and our Twitter
page (launched in February of 2009) is now followed by 1,500
individuals/organizations including the office of Rep. Lamar Smith (R-Tex.),
FreedomWorks, the Republican Governors Association, and bloggers such
as Tabitha Hale (of Smart Girl Politics). Our “tweets” are also reaching much
larger audiences. For example, Michelle Malkin often forwards our
information to her network of more than 40,000 followers. 

• We launched a new education tool, FAIRenews.org, a bi-weekly e-newsletter
that keeps our online supporters up to date on FAIR’s activities. We also re-
launched FairDebate.org as a social networking site to help foster the debate
about the effects of immigration on our environment and natural resources.
The redesigned site was launched in late August 2009 and promoted to our
internal list.
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• FAIR developed and launched an innovative web-based interactive
learning tool, FAIR University. This valuable training tool provides
Americans with the information they need to master complex
immigration issues so that in turn they become effective speakers and
advocates for true immigration reform. Launched in late 2009, FAIR
University will be expanded and updated to meet the needs of our
activists and members.

• FAIR redesigned and launched our blog site, The Stein Report, in
June 2009  The new site has seen an increase in visits and comments
from readers and many of the blog posts are re-posted by our
supporters.

• FAIR undertook an aggressive search engine optimization campaign
that has been successful in driving FAIR’s many online presences to
the top of the search results.

Perhaps the best compliment we received about the effectiveness of FAIR’s
communications program and the persuasiveness of our message came
from our opposition. At a news conference on the eve of Hold Their Feet
to the Fire 2009, a spokeswoman for the illegal alien lobby credited FAIR
with blocking amnesty legislation in 2007. “In 2009, they [FAIR] are
preventing a discussion [about amnesty] from even taking place.”

In 2009, the major forums that invited FAIR speakers included:

• University of Florida Law School 

• Maxwell School, Syracuse University

• Pat Brown Institute for Public Affairs, California State

University Los Angeles

• Coro Leadership Forum

• State Department International Visitors Program



F
AIR’s programs and activities depend
solely on the financial support of
individual Americans and philanthropic
foundations. We are honored to have
more than 42,000 active donors.  FAIR

receives no government or corporate funding, and we are
dedicated to making the most efficient, wise, and
effective use of our financial resources. 

In addition to its general operating budget, FAIR’s board
of directors has established several endowment funds
earmarked for special projects to give the FAIR the
flexibility to address emerging priorities. These special
funds include:

• SIDnEy A. SWEnSRUD EnDOWmEnT FUnD
The Sidney A. Swensrud Endowment Fund was
established in 1985 to provide FAIR funding for short-
term projects. The fund’s founder, Sidney A. Swensrud
(1900–1996), worked in the petroleum industry after
graduation from Harvard Business School, and quickly
rose to the rank of Chairman of the Gulf Oil
Corporation. Mr. Swensrud was a founding member of
FAIR’s board of directors.
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FAIR is a national membership organization, comprised of concerned citizens from

diverse backgrounds and political affiliations who share the belief that immigration

policy must serve the needs of current and future generations of Americans. 

Our members are a true extension of the FAIR team. Without their support, we would

not have been able to achieve many of our immmigration reform successes.
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• bORDER SECURITy FUnD
FAIR’s Border Security Fund was established in 1988 to examine methods
for improving security at our nation’s borders and to promote measures
that prevent the entry of  illegal immigrants, drug smugglers,
international terrorists, and other criminals into the United States.
Recommendations for securing our borders were published by FAIR and
have taken on added significance as threats to America’s homeland
security emerge from the narco-insurgency that lurks on our border.

• SWEnSURD mEmORIAl InTERnShIp FUnD
The Internship Fund was established in 1996 as a permanent source of
financial support for the creation of internships at FAIR. This program
introduces select college students to the role public interest organizations
play in the democratic process while providing them opportunities to
hone valuable professional skills and learn about immigration policy.
Today’s students are tomorrow’s leaders, and FAIR’s internship program
encourages good citizenship through active participation in the public
policy arena.

• CORnERSTOnE COnTRIbUTORS
Some of our most valued members support FAIR’s efforts through
monthly or quarterly electronic fund transfers from their bank accounts
or credit cards to FAIR. By reducing mailing costs, the Cornerstone
Contributor program helps maximize the resources available for
immigration reform activities and gives FAIR a dependable income to
help implement needed activities.

• SEvEnTh gEnERATIOn SOCIETy
Members of the Seventh Generation Society have integrated their
personal, financial and estate planning goals with their desire to support
FAIR long into the future. This special group of members has honored
FAIR with a life insurance beneficiary designation, a bequest of money
or property, an annuity, charitable trust, or endowment. Through these
financial instruments, our supporters ensure FAIR’s long term survival
and vitality. In some cases, these arrangements created an opportunity
for supporters to donate to FAIR even though their immediate
circumstances did not otherwise permit them to make a contribution.





In 2009, members also joined us for . . .

• Board Meetings

• our annual Advisory Board Conference

• web and audio briefings by Dan Stein and Julie Kirchner

• roundtable discussions in Texas, Nevada, and California

• policy debates in Pennsylvania, Florida, and California

• meetings with FAIR staff in Texas, New York, Florida,

California, Michigan, and Pennsylvania
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The name of the society is borrowed from the Law of the Iroquois
Indians’ Confederacy: “In our every deliberation we must consider the
impact of our decisions on the next seven generations.” 

• mEmbERShIp
Throughout the year, our members support our mission by attending
FAIR speaking engagements, policy briefings, member roundtables,
conference calls and other special events. All members of the organization
can keep informed of developments in the immigration issue through
the FAIR Immigration Report. We also prepare monthly updates from the
president that include news and insights into current policy debates and
political activities on Capitol Hill, and at the state and local level, to help
keep our members informed and active.

In 2009, FAIR members demonstrated their commitment to common
sense immigration reform through a tremendous display of public
activism. They sent hundreds of thousands of letters, emails and petitions,
made phone calls to elected officials in Washington, D.C., and to state
capitals across the country. In addition, they spent time and energy
helping FAIR spread our message by writing op-eds and letters in local
newspapers, attending town hall meetings, and participating in radio
broadcasts.
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A
s the organization’s interface with
Americans cross-country, FAIR’s
Field Department takes the battle for
true immigration reform beyond the
Beltway. The Field Department’s staff

of three full-time field representatives receives hundreds of
calls monthly from concerned citizens who want to learn
about immigration policy and transform their frustration
into constructive activism for true reform. The Field team
engages these individuals, community activists and local
government leaders to promote immigration reform and
the local level, and to generate pressure on Washington
from the grassroots.

• bUIlDIng AnD ExpAnDIng lOCAl ACTIvISm
During 2009, the FAIR field team continued the
painstaking effort of identifying and developing grassroots
activists who are capable of being leaders for immigration
reform in their states and communities. These state
advisors, who serve as volunteers, work closely with FAIR
to address immigration issues at the local level, to assist in
FAIR’s public education mission and and to mobilize local
immigration reform groups to respond to national
immigration issues.

In 2009, six new state advisors were recruited by the FAIR
field program, bringing the total to 93 such volunteers in
47 states. FAIR provides these state advisors, and the local
activists they work with, strategic and other support in
promoting state and local immigration reform efforts. They
report back timely information to FAIR’s Field team,
keeping the national organization abreast of the latest
information and intelligence on the ground. In addition,
the FAIR Field department relies on state advisors to help
generate grassroots responses to legislative proposals
before Congress.
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• WEIghIng In On hEAlTh CARE
The legislative battle over the health care bill in
2009 provides an illustration of the impact of a
well-informed and well-organized grassroots
base. As FAIR’s Government Relations depart-
ment vowed to close gaping loopholes in the
health care legislation designed to benefit illegal
aliens, the Field team put factsheets, talking points
and other relevant materials into the hands of
state advisors, who in turn shared it with local ac-
tivists.

Armed with information, immigration reform ac-
tivists were able to confront their representatives
with the specific language of the legislation that
would have provided public benefits to illegal
aliens. As a result of this pipeline of timely infor-
mation, immigration reform activists were able to

generate sufficient grassroots pressure to force leg-
islators to prevent this waste of taxpayer funds.

• TURnIng ACTIvISTS InTO 
EFFECTIvE ADvOCATES

Immigration reform activists provide the energy
and commitment to our movement. FAIR’s Field
program channels the energy and commitment
into effective advocacy. In 2009, the FAIR Field
department worked with activists to help them
develop media, lobbying and debating techniques
that are put to use in their states and communi-
ties.

Regional Training Seminars

The Field team organizes and conducts legislative
and lobbying events for activists in states across
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the country on how to initiate state and local im-
migration legislation. These events attract activists
from all over the states in which they are held. 

Monthly Activist Conference Calls

The Field program conducts regular conference
calls with state advisors to keep them abreast of cur-
rent issues, provide guidance for local activism, and
allow activist leaders to share activities, information
and strategies.

Promoting State-Based Legislation

  The Field staff worked closely with state and local
legislators interested in promoting immigration en-
forcement legislation. When legislators request as-
sistance policy and legal assistance, the Field
program serves as a liaison with the Immigration
Reform Law Institute (IRLI) to respond to requests
for assistance in ensuring the efficacy and constitu-
tionality of measures that allow local governments
to protect the interests of their jurisdictions. Some
examples of the Field program’s efforts in support
of state legislation include:

Michigan. The Field staff worked closely with
state legislators to draft and support legislation
requiring the use of E-Verify by all government

contractors. The Field program rallied
Michigan immigration reform groups and
activists in favor of the bill. At the end of the
year, the legislation, H.B. 4355, had been
approved by House Judiciary Committee.

Ohio. The Field program generated grassroots
support in favor of S.B. 35, legislation that
would require the state attorney general to
request federal training for Ohio police officers
to enforce immigration laws. FAIR also
provided assistance and policy advice to the
Senate sponsors of S.B. 35, which won the
approval of State and Local Government and
Veteran Affairs Committees.

Rallies in Support of Immigration Reform

Activist efforts on behalf of immigration reform do
not occur entirely behind closed doors or in legisla-
tive chambers. The Field department also organizes
rallies designed to attract media attention, influence
lawmakers, and generate public support. In 2009,
the Field staff organized several such events:

Las Vegas, Nevada. In February, the Field staff
collected signatures from concerned citizens
across Nevada, petitioning Senate Majority
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Leader Harry Reid to use his influence to
protect the interests of state workers and
taxpayers. FAIR’s national Field director,
together with a contingent of concerned
Nevadans presented the petition to Sen. Reid’s
Las Vegas office. Following the presentation, a
public demonstration was held outside Sen.
Reid’s office as rush hour traffic streamed by.
The rally was hosted by local talk radio
personalities.

Jupiter, Florida. One of the most important
catalysts for local activism has been the
establishment of day labor sites, where illegal
aliens gather to seek work. A day labor center
in Jupiter, Florida, which has galvanized public

demand for immigration enforcement, was the
focus of a public demonstration organized by
FAIR’s Field team. Activists from across South
Florida joined with FAIR’s regional Field
representative for a rally designed to draw
attention to the impact of illegal immigration
on hard-hit American workers.

• OThER ACTIvIST EvEnTS
Lobby Days is an annual event organized by the
Field staff, bringing activists from all across the
United States to Washington, D.C. to meet directly
with members of Congress and their staffs. Lobby
Days coincides with Hold Their Feet to the Fire,
FAIR’s annual talk radio event.



• nAnCy AnThOny
Ms. Anthony is President of Fernwood Advisors, Inc., an investment advisory
firm. Her business career has been in investment management and tax planning
and preparation. She has been active in several Boston   area medical, social
service, and educational institutions including Children’s Hospital, McLean
Hospital, and Massachusetts Historical Society, and in local, state, and national
politics. She received a B.A. in Economics from Northwestern University, a
Master of Science in Accountancy from DePaul University, and a CPA at the
University of Illinois.

• ShAROn bARnES
Ms. Barnes is a businesswoman who owns and runs a company that restores and
manages historic properties. For more than 20 years she was a vice president in
charge of real estate investments for one of the nation’s largest insurance
companies. She is active in historic preservation and frequently testifies before
landmark commissions. A founding member of FAIR, Ms. Barnes has also been
active in population, environment, and women’s issues. She received her MBA
from Columbia University.

• hEnRy bUhl
Mr. Buhl is the founder of the not-for-profit Association of Community
Employment for the Homeless and its three operating companies: SoHo, SoMA,
and TriBeCa Partnerships. These organizations offer the homeless community
life skills, job training, and employment services. Mr. Buhl started his career on
the New York Stock Exchange and later managed international mutual funds at
I.O.S. Geneva. After a successful investment career, he turned his eyes to
photography and community involvement. In addition to chairing the
Photography Committee of the Guggenheim Museum, Mr. Buhl serves as a
trustee of the Metropolitan College of New York and the African Museum of Art.
He also founded and is president of the Buhl Foundation, which directs funds to
support scholarship in the arts and human services.

• DOUglAS E. CATOn
Mr. Caton is the CEO of Management Services Corporation of Charlottesville,
Virginia, a regional commercial real estate management, construction, and
development company. He is also Chairman of the Board of Guaranty Bank, a
community bank in central Virginia, and a retired Major General in the United
States Army Reserve. He is a graduate of the University of Virginia and the United
States Army War College and received his Juris Doctorate degree from the
University Of Virginia School Of Law. 
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• pAT ChOATE
Mr. Choate, an economist, has held senior positions in the U.S. government, the
state governments of Tennessee and Oklahoma, and at TRW, Inc. a multinational
corporation with extensive global defense, space and industrial operations. He
has served on three Presidential Commissions and in 1990 was vice-chairman of
the Department of Defense’s Science Board panel that reviewed the security
implications of foreign ownership of key U.S. defense technologies. Mr. Choate
is the author of six books and more than 500 articles, reports, monographs, and
professional papers. He has testified before Congress more than 50 times on a
variety of subjects. In 1996, Ross Perot chose Choate to be his Vice Presidential
running mate.

• DOnAlD COllInS, JR.
Mr. Collins has been a senior engineering manager at a computer company for
the last 20 years. His research and development teams have designed and
supported production of over a million products installed worldwide. He is a
graduate of Temple University, has a Master of Science degree in electrical
engineering from NTU, and holds 46 patents

• SARAh g. EpSTEIn
Ms. Epstein is an art lecturer and volunteer. She serves on the boards of several
non-profit organizations, including Pathfinder International, Planned Parenthood
of Metropolitan Washington, Center for Development and Population Activities,
and The Population Institute. She has served as a volunteer for the Urban League
and as an organizer for civil rights marches in Washington, D.C. She is a graduate
of Oberlin College and Simmons School of Social Work.

• ROy C. pORTER (Chair)
Mr. Porter is a senior manager for process management at a large engineering
and technical services company. He is a Black Belt in the Six Sigma process
improvement method and has experience in the CMMI process maturity
framework, systems analysis and engineering, software development, and project
management. He is a longtime supporter of numerous environmental and
charitable organizations and joined FAIR in 1980. He is a Phi Beta Kappa
graduate of William and Mary and has an MS degree from Stanford University.

• STEphEn SWEnSRUD
Mr. Swensrud is Chairman of Fernwood Advisors, Inc., an investment advisory
firm in Boston, Massachusetts. He is Chairman of RPP Corporation in Lawrence,
Massachusetts, and Director or Trustee of various Merrill Lynch-Sponsored
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Mutual Funds. His business career has involved both private and institutional
venture capital, ownership of companies in diverse fields, and representation on
many investment company and trust boards. He has been active for many years
with various educational and medical institutions in the Boston area, including
the Museum of Science, the Massachusetts Historical Society, and the Dana
Farber Cancer Institute. He is a graduate of Princeton University and has an
M.B.A. from Harvard University.

• JOhn TAnTOn
Dr. Tanton is the original founder of FAIR. He became interested in immigration
to the United States through his long-standing concerns about the effects of
uncontrolled population growth and resource depletion. He was the national
President of Zero Population Growth from 1975 to 1977 and was Chairman of
its Immigration Study Committee from 1973 to 1975. He was organizer and
President of the Northern Michigan Planned Parenthood chapter. From 1971 to
1975, Dr. Tanton served as Chairman of the Sierra Club National Population
Committee.  He is currently editor and publisher of The Social Contract, a
quarterly public policy journal. He was a 1990 recipient of the Chevron
Conservation Award. Dr. Tanton is a graduate of Michigan State University and
the University of Michigan Medical School.

• AlAn n. WEEDEn
Mr. Weeden is President of the Weeden Foundation, a family foundation based
in New York City, whose mission is to help save biodiversity on our planet. Mr.
Weeden, a native of California, was educated at Stanford University and served
in the U.S. Navy during World War II. His business career was at Weeden &
Company, a securities firm where he served as CEO and Chairman before his
retirement in 1981. Mr. Weeden serves on numerous boards of both corporations
and non-profit environmental organizations.
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REVENUE AND SUPPORT Unrestricted
Temporarily 

Restricted

Permanently 

Restricted
TOTAL

Grants $ 3,577,889 $  810,000 $  4,387,889

Contributions 1,162,398 1,162,398

Investment Income 111,210 2,146 113,356  

Other Income 64,148 64,148

Net Assets Released from Restrictions 797,303 (797,303)

TOTAL REVENUE AND SUPPORT $ 5,712,948 $  14,843 $ 5,727,791

EXPENSES

Program Services

Public Education 1,075,644 1,075,644

Membership Education and Service 763,743 763,743

Government Relations 674,372 674,372

Media 971,230  971,230  

Public Interest Legal 17,637 17,637

Research and Publications 514,220 514,220

Lobbying 193,787 193,787

FAIR Congressional Task Force 20,459 20,459

Immigration Reform Law Institute 806,673 806,673

Field 476,336 476,336

Total Program Services 5,514,101 5,514,101

Supporting Services

Management and General 665,078 665,078

Fundraising 543,866 543,866 

Total Supporting Services 1,208,944 1,208,944

TOTAL EXPENSES 6,723,045 6,723,045

Change in Net Assets Before Unrealized Gain (1,010,097) 14,843 (995,254)

Unrealized Gain on Investments 933,232 12,475 945,707 

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS (76,865) 27,318 (49,547)

NET ASSETS, BEGINNING OF PERIOD 5,315,961 1,631,909 2,531,324 9,479,194

NET ASSETS, END OF PERIOD $ 5,239,096 $ 1,659,227 $ 2,531,324 $ 9,429,647 

for the year ending December 31, 2009






