
FAIR’s Congressional Voting Report is designed to help you understand the positions each U. S. Senator has
taken on immigration measures in the First Session of the 110th Congress in furtherance of a rational system of
immigration laws and policies. We have chosen fifteen immigration-related votes on a diversity of immigration
related topics — including amnesty, border enforcement, interior enforcement, guest worker and legal
immigration policies — in order to present a broad picture of each Senator’s stance.  Where a Senator voted
with FAIR’s position on a motion, amendment or bill, you will see a plus sign (+).  Where a Senator voted
against FAIR’s position, you will see a minus sign (-).  Where a Senator did not vote, you will see (NV).  During
any period that a Senator was not in office, you will see (NP).

S. 1348:  Bush-Kennedy Comprehensive Immigration Reform Bill

The Bush-Kennedy Comprehensive Bill was brought before the Senate twice in the spring of this year, once as
a substitute Comprehensive Immigration Reform amendment to S.1348 and again as an independent bill, S.
1639. The Comprehensive Bill, while nominally increasing border security and other enforcement mechanisms,
created a staple of wide-ranging amnesty programs to benefit illegal aliens and massively expanded foreign
guest worker programs, endangering jobs in every sector of the American economy.  Most of the votes that
follow either relate to or are on that legislation and are attempts to redact or expand provisions related to
amnesty, guest workers, border security and English as an official language.

Senate Vote 174, Guest Worker Programs
May 22, 2007 — Dorgan (D-ND) amendment S.A. 1153 to eliminate a new Y visa guest worker program from
the Comprehensive Immigration Reform Package.  Under the Y visa provisions in the bill, nearly 400,000 low-
skilled non-immigrant workers would have received Y-1 visas each year for two-year periods.  Another 100,000
low-skill migrant agricultural workers would have been provided Y-2 visas — a number which would grow to
200,000 with the escalation clause in the legislation.  The amendment was rejected, 31-64.  FAIR supported
this amendment.

Senate Vote 177, Interior Enforcement: Sanctuary Cities
May 24, 2007 — Coleman (R-MN) amendment S.A. 1158 to bar state and local governments from imposing
sanctuary policies.  Under the amendment no government could prevent an officer from inquiring into the
immigration status of an individual if the officer had probable cause to believe that the individual was an illegal
alien.  The amendment was rejected, 48-49.  FAIR supported this amendment.

Senate Vote 179, Guest Worker Programs: H-1B fee increase
May 24, 2007 — Sanders (I-VT) amendment S.A. 1223 to increase fees on H-1B visas and use the money to
fund the American Competitiveness Scholarship Program.  Under the amendment, a supplemental fee of
$8500 would be charged on a petition for an H-1B visa.  That money would go to fund a scholarship to train
Americans in science, math and engineering.  The amendment was agreed to, 59-35.  FAIR supported the
amendment.
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Senate Vote 180, Amnesty
May 24, 2007 — Vitter (R-LA) amendment S.A. 1157 to strike the amnesty provisions of the Comprehensive
Immigration Reform Bill.  The Comprehensive Bill contained multiple amnesty programs — a guest worker
amnesty program under which illegal aliens would receive Z visas and a path to citizenship, a special amnesty
for agricultural workers and another amnesty for illegal alien children with some college education.  The Vitter
amendment would have stripped all of these from the legislation.  The amendment was rejected, 66-29.  FAIR
supported the amendment.

Senate Vote 193, Chain Migration/Backlog Reduction
June 6, 2007 — Menendez (D-NJ) motion to waive point of order blocking consideration of amendment S.A.
1194.  The amendment would have increased the total number of family-sponsored immigrant visas from
567,000 to 677,000 and would have expanded the backlog of family preference visas to have been cleared
before Z-visa holders could apply for lawful status.  Under the Comprehensive Bill, the government was only
required to clear the backlog of family preference visas through May 2005.  Under the Menendez amendment,
the backlog would have been cleared through January 2007, with an increased number of visa applicants
seeking family reunification receiving visas each year.  The amendment raised the number of family-based
immigrants across nearly all categories.  A point of order was raised by Senator Kyl (R-AZ) against the
amendment on the grounds that there had been no cost analysis of the impact of the amendment pursuant to
the Congressional Budget Act.  It takes 60 votes to overcome the point of order.  The motion to waive the point
of order was rejected, 53-44.  FAIR opposed the motion to waive the point of order.

Senate Vote 198, English as the National Language
June 6, 2007 — Inhofe (R-OK) amendment S.A. 1151 to declare English the national language of the United
States.  The amendment would have declared English the national language.  Under the amendment, no
individual would have a right to request government forms in any language other than English and the English
version of any official document would be the principal document upon which all rights and responsibilities of
the parties would hinge.  The amendment was agreed to, 64-33.  FAIR supported the amendment.

Senate Vote 199, Border and Port Security: U.S. VISIT
June 6, 2007 — Vitter (R-LA) amendment S.A. 1339 to require the U.S. VISIT system to be completed as part
of the enforcement trigger provisions of the Comprehensive Bill.  The U.S. VISIT system is an integrated entry
and exit system for visitors to the U.S. required as part of the Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant
Responsibility Act, the purpose of which is to track who enters the country and when or whether they leave.  To
date, the exit portion of the program is not in place.  The amendment would have required U.S. VISIT to be
fully on-line before the amnesty provisions of the Comprehensive Bill could go into effect.  The amendment
was rejected, 48-49.  FAIR supported the amendment.

Senate Vote 201, Guest worker programs
June 6, 2007 — Dorgan (D-ND) amendment S.A. 1316 to sunset the Y-1 low skilled nonimmigrant worker
program after 5 years.  The amendment would have ended a guest worker program permitting the entry of
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400,000 workers (200,000 after an earlier Bingaman (D-NM) amendment) annually at the end of the 5-year
period.  The amendment was agreed to, 49-48.  FAIR supported the amendment.

Senate Vote 203, Comprehensive immigration reform
June 7, 2007 — Motion by Reid (D-NV) to invoke cloture on debate on the Kennedy (D-MA) amendment in the
form of a substitute S.A. 1150 — the “Grand Bargain” — to S. 1348.  Would amend the legislative vehicle of S.
1348 and replace it with the Grand Bargain made by the Bush Administration, Senator Kennedy (D-MA),
Senator Graham(R-SC), and others.  The motion to invoke cloture was rejected, 33-63.  FAIR opposed the
motion to invoke cloture.

Senate Vote 206, Comprehensive immigration reform
June 11, 2007 — Motion by Reid (D-NV) to invoke cloture on debate on the Kennedy (D-MA) amendment in
the form of a substitute S.A. 1150 — the “Grand Bargain” — to S. 1348.  This was a second attempt to obtain
cloture on the amendment to the bill after several days of canvassing by its supporters.  The motion to invoke
cloture was rejected, 45-50.  FAIR opposed the motion to invoke cloture.

S. 1639, Comprehensive Immigration Reform Bill
After the first attempt at a comprehensive bill collapsed, its authors and managers made modifications to the
legislation to increase support.  They also attempted to limit opposition by providing Senators with a series of
amendments to the bill which would be provided an immediate up-or-down vote.  The effort failed to produce
the adequate support, however, and the second attempt at a comprehensive bill collapsed on a motion to
invoke cloture on the bill.

Senate Vote 235, Comprehensive immigration reform
June 28, 2007 — Motion by Reid (D-NV) to invoke cloture on S. 1639, the Comprehensive Immigration Reform
Bill.  The motion to invoke cloture was rejected, 45-53.  FAIR opposed the motion to invoke cloture.

H.R. 2638 Department of Homeland Security Appropriations Act

Senate Vote 279, Interior enforcement: REAL ID grants
July 26, 2007 — Motion by Murray (D-WA) to table Alexander (R-TN) amendment S.A. 2405 to make available
$300 million in grants to assist states in complying with the REAL ID Act.  The motion to table was agreed to,
50-44.  FAIR opposed the motion to table the amendment.

Senate Vote 280, Guest worker programs: H-2B Labor certification standards
July 26, 2007 — Sanders (I-VT) amendment S.A. 2498 to prevent the Department of Homeland Security from
using appropriated funds to weaken certification standards in the H-2B program.  In 2005, the Bush
Administration proposed regulations that would have made it easier for employers to hire H-2B workers.  The
amendment undoes these changes.  It was agreed to, 51-43.  FAIR supported the amendment.
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H.R. 3074 Transportation, Housing and Urban Development Appropriations Act

Senate Vote 331, Border security: Mexican trucking
September 11, 2007 — Dorgan (D-ND) amendment S.A. 2797 to cut off funding for the Mexican trucking
program.  The Bush Administration had recently approved a program for Mexican trucks to transport goods
freely through the United States.  Two days before the vote, the first Mexican trucks had rolled across the
border.  The amendment was agreed to, 75-23.  FAIR supported the amendment.

H.R. 3093  Commerce, Justice and Science Appropriations Act

Senate Vote 370, Interior enforcement: Sanctuary cities
October 16, 2007 — Motion by Mikulski (D-MD) to table Vitter (R-LA) amendment S.A. 3277 to condition
community policing funding provided in the act on compliance with section 642(a) of the Illegal Immigration
Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act. This would have required states and municipalities seeking federal
community policing funds to permit their police departments to obtain information regarding the immigration
status of suspects or others.  It would not, however, have prevented states and municipalities from enacting
policies barring officers from asking a suspect about his immigration status where they had probable cause to
believe he was in the country illegally.  The motion to table was agreed to, 52-42.  FAIR opposed the motion
to table.

S. 2205  The Development, Relief, and Education for Alien Minors (“DREAM”) Act of 2007

The DREAM Act offered by Senator Durbin would have provided amnesty to a large number of illegal aliens
who entered the country before they turned 16 and who were enrolled in primary or secondary school through
college or who had recently obtained at least an associates degree.  While the stated motivation behind the
legislation may have been thoughtful, in its execution it would have opened the doors wide to fraud and to
claims for amnesty by hundreds of thousands, if not millions, of individuals who were hardly blameless in the
decision to immigrate to the U.S. illegally.

Vote 394, Amnesty: The DREAM Act
October 24, 2007 — Motion by Durbin (D-IL) to invoke cloture on debate on the motion to proceed to a vote on
the DREAM Act.  The cloture motion was rejected, 52-44.  FAIR opposed the motion to invoke cloture.
On the next page is a shorthand chart which groups votes by the immigration issues to which they pertain.
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Subject matter Vote
No.

Sponsor Description of vote FAIR
Position

Comprehensive
Immigration
Reform

203 Kennedy Cloture vote on S.A. 1150, the Bush-Kennedy
Comprehensive Immigration Reform Amendment
Package, to S. 1348

Oppose
Motion

206 Kennedy Second cloture vote on S.A. 1150, the Bush-Kennedy
Comprehensive Immigration Reform Amendment
Package, to S. 1348

Oppose
Motion

235 Kennedy Cloture vote on S. 1639, Comprehensive Immigration
Reform Bill

Oppose
Motion

Amnesty 180 Vitter Amendment to strike the amnesty provisions from the
Comprehensive Immigration Reform Bill, S. 1348 (S.A.
1150)

Support

387 Durbin Cloture vote on S. 2205, the DREAM Act Oppose

Border and Port
Security

199 Vitter Amendment to require U.S. VISIT program to be in
place before Comprehensive Immigration Reform
takes effect

Support

331 Dorgan Amendment to cut off funding for the Mexican Trucking
Program in the Transportation, Housing and Urban
Development Appropriations Act

Support

Interior
Enforcement

177 Coleman Amendment to bar state and local governments from
enacting sanctuary policies

Support

279 Alexander Motion to table amendment to Homeland Security
Appropriations Act to provide $300 million in funding
grants for compliance with the REAL ID Act

Oppose
Motion

370 Vitter Motion to table amendment barring Community
Policing funding to cities that have sanctuary policies

Oppose
Motion

Guest Workers 173 Dorgan Amendment to strike the Y-visa guest worker program
from the Comprehensive Immigration Reform Bill

Support

179 Sanders Amendment to increase H-1B visa fees to fund a
scholarship program for American workers

Support

201 Dorgan Amendment to sunset the Y-guest worker program in
the Comprehensive Immigration Reform Bill

Support

280 Sanders Amendment to prevent Homeland Security from using
funding in the Appropriations Act to fund weakening H-
2B American labor protections

Support
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Chain migration 193 Menendez Motion to waive a point of order regarding the
amendment to increase family preference immigration
visas

Oppose
Motion

English official
language

198 Inhofe Amendment to declare English the national language
of the United States

Support



174 177 179 180 193 198 199 201 203 206 235 279 280 331 370 394
ALABAMA
Sessions, Jeff (R) – + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
Shelby, Richard C. (R) – + + + + + + + + + + – – + – +
ALASKA
Murkowski, Lisa A. (R) – + + – + + + – + + + + – – + +
Stevens, Ted (R) – + + – + + + – + + + + – – + +
ARIZONA
Kyl, Jon L. (R) – + + – + + – – + + – + – – + +
McCain, John (R) NV + NV – + + – – NV – – NV NV NV + NV
ARKANSAS
Lincoln, Blanche (D) – – + – – + + – – – – – + + – –
Pryor, Mark L. (D) – + + + – + + – + + + – + + – +
CALIFORNIA
Boxer, Barbara (D) + – + – – – – + + + – + + + – NV
Feinstein, Dianne (D) – – + – – – – – – – – + + + – –
COLORADO
Allard, Wayne A. (R) – + – + + + + – + + + – – – + +
Salazar, Ken (D) – – + – – – – – – – – – + + – –
CONNECTICUT
Dodd, Christopher J. (D) NV – + – NV NV NV NV – – – NV NV + – NV
Lieberman, Joseph I. (I) – – + – – – – – – – – – + – – –
DELAWARE
Biden, Joseph R. (D) + – + – – – – + – – – – + + – –
Carper, Thomas R. (D) – – + – – + – – – – – + + + – –
FLORIDA
Martinez, Mel (R) – – + – + + – – + – – + – – + –
Nelson, Bill (D) – – + – – + – + – – – – + + – –
GEORGIA
Chambliss, Saxby (R) – + – – + + + – + + + + – + + +
Isakson, Johnny (R) – + – – + + + – + + + + – + NV +
HAWAII
Akaka, Daniel K. (D) – – + – – – – – – – – – + + – –
Inouye, Daniel K. (D) + – + – – – – + – – – – + + NV –



Federation for American Immigration Reform
Congressional Voting Report | 110th Congress
U.S. Senate
Page 2 of 5

174 177 179 180 193 198 199 201 203 206 235 279 280 331 370 394
IDAHO
Craig, Larry (R) – + – – + + + – + + – – – NV + –
Crapo, Michael D. (R) – + – + + + + – + + + – – + + +
ILLINOIS
Durbin, Richard J. (D) + – + – – – – + – – – – + + – –
Obama, Barack (D) NV – + – – – – + – – – NV NV + NV –
INDIANA
Bayh, Evan (D) + + – – – – – + – – + – + + – –
Lugar, Richard G. (R) – – + – + + – – + – – + – – – –
IOWA
Grassley, Charles E. (R) – + + + + + + – + + + + – – + +
Harkin, Tom (D) + – + – – – – + – – + – + + – –
KANSAS
Brownback, Sam (R) – NV NV NV + + + – + NV + NV NV + + –
Roberts, Pat (R) – + – + + + + – + + + + – + + +
KENTUCKY
Bunning, Jim (R) – + – + – + + + + + + + – – + +
McConnell, Mitch (R) – + – + + + + – + + + + – – + +
LOUISIANA
Landrieu, Mary L. (D) + + + + – + + + + + + – + + + +
Vitter, David (R) + + – + + + + + + + + + – – + +
MAINE
Collins, Susan M. (R) – + – – + + – – + + + + – + – –
Snowe, Olympia J. (R) – – + – + + + – + + – – – + – –
MARYLAND
Cardin, Benjamin L. (D) – – + – – + – + – – – – + + – –
Mikulski, Barbara A. (D) – – + – – + – + – – – – + + – –
MASSACHUSETTS
Kennedy, Edward M. (D) – + – – – – – – – – – – + + NV NV
Kerry, John F. (D) – – + – – – – – NV – – – + + – –
MICHIGAN
Levin, Carl (D) + – + – – – – + + – – – + + – –
Stabenow, Debbie (D) + – + – – – + + + – + – + + – –
MINNESOTA
Coleman, Norm (R) – + – – – + + – + + + NV NV + – –
Klobuchar, Amy (D) – – + – – + – + – – – + + + + –
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MISSISSIPPI
Cochran, Thad (R) – + + + + + – – + + + – – – + +
Lott, Trent, (R) – + – – + + + – + + – – – – + –
MISSOURI
Bond, Christopher S. (R) – + – + + + + – + + + + – – + +
McCaskill, Claire (D) + + + + – + + + + + + – + + – +
MONTANA
Baucus, Max (D) + + – + – + + + + + + – + + – +
Tester, Jon (D) + + + + – + + + + + + – + + – +
NEBRASKA
Hagel, Chuck (R) – – – – – + + – + – – + – – – –
Nelson, E. Benjamin (D) + + – + – + + + – – + + + + – –
NEVADA
Ensign, John (R) – + – – + + + – + + + + – + + +
Reid, Harry (D) + – + – – – – + + – – – + + – –
NEW HAMPSHIRE
Gregg, Judd (R) – + – – + + – – + + – – – – + +
Sununu, John E. (R) – + – + + + + + + + + – – – + +
NEW JERSEY
Lautenberg, Frank (D) + – + – – – – + – – – – + + – –
Menendez, Robert (D) – – + – – – – + – – – – + + – –
NEW MEXICO
Bingaman, Jeff (D) – – + – – – – + + + + – + + – –
Domenici, Pete V. (R) – – – – + – – – + + + + – – + +
NEW YORK
Clinton, Hillary Rodham (D) + – + – – – – + – – – – + + NV –
Schumer, Charles E. (D) NV – NV NV – – – + – – – – + + – –
NORTH CAROLINA
Burr, Richard (R) – + – – + + + – + + + + – – + +
Dole, Elizabeth (R) – + – + + + + + + + + + – + + +
NORTH DAKOTA
Conrad, Kent (D) + – + – – + – + + – – – + + – +
Dorgan, Byron L. (D) + + + + – + + + + + + – + + – +
OHIO
Brown, Sherrod (D) + – + – – – – + – – + – + + – –
Voinovich, George V. (R) – – – – + + – – + – + + + + + +
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OKLAHOMA
Coburn, Thomas A. (R) + + – + + + + – + NV + + – + + +
Inhofe, James M. (R) – + – + + + + + + + + + – + + +
OREGON
Smith, Gordon H. (R) – + – – – + + – + + + + – + + +
Wyden, Ron (D) – – + – – + – + – – – + + + – –
PENNSYLVANIA
Casey, Robert P. (D) + – + – – – – + – – – + + + – –
Specter, Arlen (R) – – + – + + – – + – – + + + – +
RHODE ISLAND
Reed, Jack (D) + – + – – – – + – – – – + + – –
Whitehouse, Sheldon (D) + – + – – – – – – – – – + + – –
SOUTH CAROLINA
DeMint, Jim (R) – + – + + + + + + + + + – – + +
Graham, Lindsey O. (R) – – + – + + – – + – – + – + + +
SOUTH DAKOTA
Johnson, Tim P. (D) NV NV NV NV NV NV NV NV NV NV NV NV NV + – –
Thune, John (R) – + – + + + + + + + + + – + + +
TENNESSEE
Alexander, Lamar (R) – + + + + + + – + + + + – + + +
Corker, Bob (R) – + – + + + + + + + + + – + + +
TEXAS
Cornyn, John (R) – + – – + + + – + + + + – – + +
Hutchison, Kay Bailey (R) – + – – + + + – + + + + – – + –
UTAH
Bennett, Robert F. (R) – + – – + + + – + + – + – – + –
Hatch, Orrin G. (R) – + NV NV – + + – + + + + – + + –
VERMONT
Leahy, Patrick J. (D) + – + – – – – + – – – – + + – –
Sanders, Bernard (I) + – + – – – – + + + + – + + – –
VIRGINIA
Warner, John (R) – + – – + + – – + + + + – + NV +
Webb, Jim (D) + – + – – + + + + + + – + + – –
WASHINGTON
Cantwell, Maria (D) – – + – – – – – – – – – + + – –
Murray, Patty (D) + – + – – – – + – – – – + + – –
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WEST VIRGINIA
Byrd, Robert C. (D) + + + + + + + + + + + – + + – +
Rockefeller, John (D) + – + + – – + + + + + – + + – –
WISCONSIN
Feingold, Russ (D) + – + – – – – + – – – – + + – –
Kohl, Herbert H. (D) – – + – – – – + – – – – + + – –
WYOMING
Barrasso, John A. (R) NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP NP + + – + + +
Enzi, Michael B. (R) – + – + + + + + + NV + + – + + +


