
 

 

 

 

July 17, 2012 

 

Mr. John Morton, Director 

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement  

Department of Homeland Security  

500 12
th
 Street, SW 

Washington, D.C.  20536  

 

Dear Mr. Morton,  

 

On behalf of the Federation for American Immigration Reform, I am writing to 

urge you to speak out decisively in opposition to the growing number of state and 

local governments that are refusing to honor detainers issued by your agency, 

Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE). This issue is critical to the ability 

of ICE to carry out its mission and protect the interests and security of the 

American people. 

 

For decades, ICE and its predecessor agencies have, pursuant to federal statute 

and regulations, issued detainers on aliens who are in the custody of state and 

local law enforcement agencies.  These detainers ask local law enforcement 

agencies to hold such individuals when they are eligible for release so that ICE 

may assume custody of them and conduct further investigation or begin the 

removal process.   

 

Over the past two years, however, local jurisdictions that oppose immigration 

enforcement have begun to adopt policies that direct their jails to ignore ICE 

detainers in all but the most serious cases.  San Francisco County (Calif.) was 

one of the earliest jurisdictions to do so, with Santa Clara County (Calif.) and 

Cook County (Ill.) following closely behind.  Now, other jurisdictions are 

continuing this trend. The State of California and the City of Chicago are poised 

to adopt anti-detainer laws this summer.  

 

If California and Chicago pass anti-detainer laws, the impact on public safety 

could be severe.  California has the nation’s largest illegal alien population in the 

nation; Illinois has the fifth largest. If California and Chicago jails are ordered by 

law to ignore ICE detainers, these jails will have no choice but to release these 

criminals – criminals who have no right to be in the United States – back onto the 

street.   

 

These legislative proposals pose a serious threat to public safety not only in 

California and Chicago, but nationwide.  Criminals released by one jurisdiction 

can, and often do, victimize people in other parts of the country.  

 



Every American will be placed at risk as a consequence of the politically driven 

decisions of California and Chicago. 

 

FAIR therefore urges you to immediately speak out against all of these anti-

detainer measures. We are grateful for your efforts in opposing the Cook County 

ordinance, but the number of local jurisdictions obstructing immigration 

enforcement is growing and the time to stop these ordinances is before they are 

adopted.  As the Director of Immigration and Customs Enforcement – our 

nation’s second largest investigative agency – your leadership on this issue will 

no doubt have great influence with local lawmakers.   

 

We at FAIR stand ready to assist you in this effort in any way possible.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

    
 

Julie Kirchner, 

Executive Director 
 

 

 


